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Starting June 1, 2012, the control of the sale of hard liquor will be trans-ferred from the state of Washington to private businesses thanks to Ini-
tiative 1183, which passed in the 
Nov. 8 state election. Proponents of 
the initiative say that it will remove 
the state’s monopoly on liquor sales, 
allowing for competition in the li-
quor market, while increasing state 
and local government revenues by 
$200 million each.
Brian Smith, Director of Commu-
nications of the Washington State 
Liquor Control Board, which ap-
proves licenses and enforces liquor 
laws for the state, said that liquor 
By JOANNA LAMSTEIN
stores that are not state run but have 
licenses from the state to sell liquor 
can be “grandfathered in,” meaning 
that since they have licenses already, 
they can simply reapply. In order to 
reapply, they will have to purchase 
some inventory owned by the Li-
quor Control Board, but will not 
have to meet other requirements, 
such as the 10,000-square-foot min-
imum store size requirement.
In a public statement, the Liquor 
Control Board expressed their dis-
appointment in the election re-
sults. “Weighing most heavily on 
our hearts and minds are the more 
than 900 Liquor Control Board em-
ployees who will lose their jobs,” 
the statement said. The Board is re-
maining neutral on the politics of 
the initiative.
Those in favor of I-1183 believe 
that in addition to achieving the 
aforementioned changes, the ini-
tiative will decrease the price of li-
quor. Supporters have noted that be-
ing able to buy liquor at Costco will 
be favorable to the public due to the 
good relationship people have with 
with the retailer. They point out that 
Costco has been able to sell liquor 
safely in other states. Others point 
out that the privatization of liquor 
will  be  more convenient for cus-
tomers and will increase revenue 
from liquor sales for the state of 
Washington.  
Opponents of the initiative be-
lieve it will not provide the expected 
revenue. Some expressed concern 
that while the price of liquor will 
be low for a while, companies will 
eventually raise their prices, thus 
causing customers more expense. 
Others expect that I-1183 will ben-
efit big businesses while many peo-
ple become unemployed, giving big 
businesses an edge of smaller ones. 
Thus, the initiative will be a bigger 
cost than a benefit. Another argu-
ment is that the initiative will in-
crease the amount of stores selling 
liquor, accomplishing the opposite 
of what the initiative proposed.
The Liquor Control Board will 
continue some of their functions, 
despite no longer selling liquor. 
Smith said that their “number one 
priority” is public safety and that 
they will continue to enforce the 
drinking laws as best as they can. He 
noted that their stores had the best 
no-sales rate to minors in the coun-
try. The public statement also said 
the Board “will continue to carry 
out our enforcement, licensing, ad-
judicative and policy-setting func-
tions affecting over 16,000 liquor li-
censees statewide.”
Loweringwashington’sliquor tab
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Securit y report
The following incidents occurred on 
campus and were reported to Security 
Services between November 15 and 
November 28:
Drug Violations
· During the week Security responded to 
one complaint of marijuana use inside a 
university residence hall.  Students were 
not contacted at the time of the incident.
 alcohol Violations
· There were no alcohol policy violations 
reported.
Malicious Mischief/Vandalism
· There were no incidents of vandalism or 
malicious mischief reported during the 
week.
reported Thefts
· A locker room in the Fieldhouse was 
burglarized during the Tip Off Classic. 
Personal items belonging to members of 
a visiting team were stolen.
· During the week one bicycle was 
reported stolen.  It was locked outside 
Weyerhaeuser Hall with a cable lock.
· A student reported the theft of a musical 
instrument which he left unattended in a 
Jones Hall classroom.
· A student reported the theft of her purse 
from the Music Building.  She left it 
unattended in a hallway for an hour and 
a half.
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Taxi Rides
Call Keven 253.678.2631 
or after 7 pm, 
Paul 253.219.0280
For airport rides please schedule 
a day or more in advance, call or 
email: 
kevtacyelocab@hotmail.com
Leasing from 
Tacoma Yellow Cab.
To Airport: $50
All other destinations: 
15% off  on over $50
1 to 4 people for the same price.
UPS Special
Winter parking reminder
If you plan to leave your vehicle on campus over winter break, you must first contact 
Security Services (253.879.3311) and register your vehicle, and you must also be sure 
that come break, it is parked in the Wheelock Student Center parking lot. 
“I think a lot of people would 
agree that Rendezvous is cur-
rently an under-utilized space 
that needs some major chang-
es,” Lanier said. “Rendezvous is 
a student space, and I think it 
ought to be more conducive to 
student performances and in-
teraction.”
While many agree on the po-
tential for improvement, no 
plans have been formalized. 
Club Rendezvous currently of-
fers a ping pong table, pool ta-
ble, foosball table, and two TVs. 
Club Rendezvous’ stage has 
hosted campus bands, sketch 
comedy groups and After 
Hours programming to name 
a few. The space is open during 
The Cellar’s operating hours. 
Lanier f loated the idea of new 
furniture, new lighting, cell 
phone service or a new TV as 
possible improvements. ASUPS 
Senator Santiago Rodriguez 
also pointed to lighting as an 
issue. 
“From personal experience, 
I think we need to change the 
atmosphere. The Rendezvous is 
very large and gloomy,” Rodri-
guez said. “I feel like it should 
be a conversation for all stu-
dents, but that’s hard to do.”
Both Rodriguez and Lanier 
emphasized the need for stu-
dent input moving forward, as 
the project is still in its infancy. 
Lanier would like to have plans 
ready in the next month or two. 
“We encourage anyone with 
ideas about how Rendezvous 
ought to be utilized or what 
amenities it should provide to 
please come talk to anyone in 
ASUPS or Senate,” Lanier said. 
ASUPS Senate meets formal-
ly on Thursdays at 7 p.m. and 
is open to all students. Once 
plans have been drawn up, 
ASUPS will request funding in 
the same way that any student 
organization would and final 
approval will come from the 
ASUPS senate. 
A budget for the project has 
not yet been estimated.
aSupS seeks student 
input of rendezvous
ASUPS VP led meeting with 
student leaders to discuss plans
n e W  h o M e  t o  a  n e W  S u p e r c e n t e r ?
Expansion: Over the 
summer, retail juggernaut 
Wal-Mart submitted an 
application to the City 
of Tacoma citing plans 
to build a new Super 
Center—their largest 
store variety—on the plot 
of land currently home to 
the Elks Lodge on Union 
Avenue. City officials 
have put the plan on hold 
due to space constraints. 
The plans the company 
submitted are too large 
for the lot on which they 
hope to build their new 
store, and a moratorium 
was put into effect by 
the city to help quell the 
construction of new “big-
box” stores. At this point, 
Wal-Mart can submit 
revised plans or wait until 
the moratorium is lifted 
or expires. ASUPS PhOTO SERVICES/DANIEL PENDLETON
ASUPS PhOTO SERVICES/DANIEL PENDLETON
ASUPS would like Club Rendezvous to live up its name and is turning to the student body for help. The Rendezvous is the lounge space attached 
to The Cellar in the basement of the Student Union 
Building. ASUPS Vice President Garner Lanier initiated 
the discussion over the future of Rendezvous at a Nov. 20 
meeting with student leaders and managers of The Cellar 
and Diversions Café. 
By MIKE KNAPE
Want to write for The Trail?
We’re hiring a handful of new writers for the Spring semester.  If you’re interested in applying, send an email to trail@pugetsound.edu.
Want your opinion to be heard?
If you have a strong reaction to an article, e-mail us at 
trailops@pugetsound.edu, or visit our new website at trail.
pugetsound.edu and share your voice with us. We will select 
responses each week to publish in the next issue.
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In 2008, John McCain sent the 
political world into a frenzy with 
his selection of Governor Sarah 
Palin as his running mate in the 
2008 presidential election. As a rel-
atively unknown candidate, Sarah 
Palin’s presence electrified the elec-
tion, becoming the center of media 
attention due to her infamous in-
terviews and debate gaffes.
“I can see Russia from my 
house!” is a phrase that became 
synonymous with Palin and began 
to identify her as politically and in-
tellectually inept in the eyes of the 
general public.
However, this phrase was never 
actually spoken by Sarah Palin. 
During an episode of Saturday 
Night Live when Tina Fey per-
formed as Sarah Palin in a sketch, 
Fey herself uttered that famous 
phrase, forever changing the pub-
lic’s perception of Sarah Palin 
through her pitch-perfect impres-
sion of the vice-presidential nom-
inee. 
Tina Fey may have single-hand-
edly forged the public’s opinion of 
Sarah Palin through her own co-
medic portrayal, as she continual-
ly exaggerated Palin’s ties to Alas-
kan culture as well as her lack of 
knowledge about America’s role in 
global politics and economics. 
That is the power of Saturday 
Night Live, a show that has often 
relied on political satire as a means 
of entertaining the millions who 
watch it on weekly basis. Political 
satire is a staple of the show, with 
political skits consistently being 
placed as the opening skit because 
of their prevalence and importance 
in the Saturday Night Live lore.
One of the most memorable 
moments in the history of Satur-
day Night Live was the 1999 pres-
idential debate skit, which includ-
ed then-cast-member Will Ferrell’s 
impression of George W. Bush and 
Darrell Hammond’s legendary im-
pression of former Vice President 
Al Gore.
During this skit, Darrell Ham-
mond continually referred to the 
existence of a “lock box’ in which 
he wished to store away the sur-
plus in the government’s budget. 
This figurative “lock box” incited 
great laughter because it played 
upon the relatively safe and boring 
public perception of Al Gore and 
heightened it with its sensational-
ized take on his possible policies if 
he were to be elected president.
In this way, Saturday Night Live 
was able to reaffirm the public’s 
opinion of Gore while also char-
acterizing former President Bush 
as charismatic despite his incoher-
ence, a trait that would ultimately 
aid in his winning the 2000 presi-
dential election. 
Recently, Saturday Night Live 
has highlighted the eclectic cast 
of Republican presidential hope-
fuls through a variety of debates, 
reflecting the lack of a formidable 
frontrunner in the race for the Re-
publican nomination. 
Each week, the show has high-
lighted a different candidate in the 
debate skits, mirroring the con-
stantly changing popularity of the 
candidates as Romney, Cain and 
Perry gain varying amounts of at-
tention during the skits according 
to their prevalence in the media 
that corresponding week. 
Saturday Night Live has become 
a barometer of America’s politi-
cal landscape and plays an essen-
tial role by influencing the public’s 
perception of political figures to 
the extent that their characteriza-
tions can chip away at politicians’ 
attempts to forge a positive image, 
and by tearing away at the masks of 
insincere actions through its satiri-
cal impressions of important polit-
ical figures.
By ANDREw LUTFALA
SNL influences public perception of politics
As if fast food weren’t bad 
enough for you already, a new 
supplement to this American sta-
ple is on its way—a McDonald’s 
television channel, available in 
the nearest restaurant to you.
As a new project in McDon-
alds’ constant effort to recre-
ate itself, the food chain plans 
to launch a television channel in 
each McDonald’s restaurant. The 
channel targets each dine-in cus-
tomer by customizing program-
ming to local news and spotlights 
on music albums, films and other 
entertainment enterprises. 
The Los Angeles Times an-
nounced that respected networks 
such as BBC America, KABC-TV 
Eyewitness News and even the 
creator of Survivor and The Ap-
prentice, Mark Burnett, have been 
enlisted and appear willing to 
provide programming.
This could be a very valuable 
addition to McDonald’s if they 
desire to shy away from the fast 
food reputation and instead make 
the restaurant a “sit-down-and-
appreciate-your-chemical-ham-
burger” atmosphere for fami-
lies around the world. And in 
so many ways McDonald’s is—
respectably—investing copious 
amounts of energy into chang-
ing their appearance and menu in 
drastic ways. 
For example, PSFK, an idea-
generating website, reports that 
it is time to say goodbye to the 
iconic neon reds and yellows that 
used to paint the entire restau-
rant, now replaced with subtle or-
anges and greens that break from 
the classic ketchup-and-mustard-
themed décor. They have also fi-
nally realized it’s time to rid the 
place of harsh fluorescent light-
ing. 
Additionally, The Atlantic re-
ports that the menu, which has 
constantly marketed unhealthy 
options targeted at children, now 
provides apples, smaller quanti-
ties of French fries and a rough-
ly 15 percent cut in total sodium 
content. 
To take this idea further, now 
there will be a quick bite-to-eat 
area along with a lounge sec-
tion. And, of course, there will be 
mounted televisions featuring the 
McDonald’s channel. 
Despite some of these posi-
tive changes, the negative ones 
are noticeably heftier. When it 
comes to trying to foster a more 
family-oriented atmosphere, Mc-
Donald’s is on the path to creat-
ing a misconstrued image, if not 
an embarrassing American repre-
sentation, of a “family meal.”
Families can no longer escape 
the infectious media that bom-
bards them everyday if their ini-
tial plan was a family dinner at 
the ever-so-luxurious Mickey D’s. 
The image of an American fami-
ly outing has now included, along 
with the chemical foods, a con-
stant glare of a television set.
Maybe I’m over exaggerating 
this issue. I mean, when was the 
last time you and your family de-
cided to have a dinner at McDon-
ald’s? Maybe this is deemed an 
unimportant subject to a popula-
tion of students and faculty that 
follow, from what can be assumed 
by the University of Puget Sound’s 
reputation, a healthy diet. 
However, it’s important to 
keep in mind that many fami-
lies, including small and inno-
cent children, still go to McDon-
ald’s regularly. The Huffington 
Post reported that in 2011 Mc-
Donald’s saw a 4.5 percent rise 
in sales after the renovations. The 
McDonald’s channel is currently 
incorporated into 800 restaurants 
around Southern California and 
that number will rise. 
The implications of the devel-
opment of the McDonald’s chan-
nel in American culture on future 
generations are profound and 
dangerous. Children will begin 
to think television is important to 
have with your meal.
Even if you don’t eat those Big 
Macs, at least think about the 
ones who do and how this new 
trend in restaurants is deterio-
rating the reputation of America 
ever further.
McDonald’s to offer exclusive television network
By CHELSEA NOACK
Family Programming: McDonald’s channel futher erodes image of the American family.
SNL Skits: Saturday Night Live offers satirical commentary that influences public political opinion.
As a neighbor of UPS and a 
published author, I was baffled 
by the student who doesn’t see 
P2P sharing as an ethical di-
lemma because he supports art-
ists but not the corporations be-
hind them.  It is true that when 
someone downloads a pirated 
copy of one of my e-books, my 
publisher (corporation) doesn’t 
make any money. BUT NEI-
THER DO I. Most authors are 
poor. If I don’t get paid for my 
books, I will not be able to con-
tinue writing them. My publish-
er will not publish any more of 
my books if they do not make 
money. If this piracy contin-
ues, there will be fewer writ-
ers, artists and musicians. Only 
mega best-selling authors will 
be published, and the diversity 
and variety of artistic voices will 
shrink.
And I wonder, if you don’t 
support Safeway because it is 
a corporation, would you feel 
it was OK to express that feel-
ing by stealing a loaf of bread 
from a store? Thousands of cop-
ies of my books have been ille-
gally downloaded. Please think 
before you take bread out of my 
mouth. No bread in, no more 
words—no more books—out.
 
Sincerely,
Dia Calhoun
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Given the economic plight 
this country has faced over 
the last few years, Americans 
should be concerned about 
the specific causes that their 
tax dollars are supporting. 
Certainly it’s reasonable to 
suggest that the education of 
the next generation is a wor-
thy enough money-sucker—
emphasis on the money-suck-
er bit.
In the past few weeks, the is-
sue of tuition costs (more spe-
cifically, its tendency to rise to 
exorbitant levels) has become 
increasingly discussed and de-
bated in the mainstream me-
dia. For example, anxiety over 
the 17.6 percent increase in 
the last two years have caused 
uproar in the notorious Cal-
ifornia UC system, produc-
ing headlines about “Occu-
py” movements on campuses 
as well as “Alleged Police Bru-
tality” and “Chancellor Cul-
pability.” Money is of the 
utmost importance to Amer-
ican citizens these days, and 
for students, a successful fu-
ture seems directly dependent 
upon some form of education-
al achievement beyond a high 
school diploma. However, ac-
cess higher education in this 
day and age is near impossible 
to achieve without a generous 
dip into one’s life’s savings. 
With all of the animosity 
and anxiety over college tu-
ition, then, one can only won-
der how it came to be that 
California Governor Jerry 
Brown pledged his support 
for and signed both halves of 
the DREAM Act, a bill that 
would allow Congress to allo-
cate funds through federal fi-
nancial aid for the payment of 
college tuition across the na-
tion. Its sounds like a pretty 
sweet deal—except that the 
tuitions to be paid are those of 
illegal immigrants and their 
children.   
Brown is not the only gover-
nor to have voiced support for 
the controversial bill, which 
has been deemed both unpa-
triotic and morally wrong by 
those who oppose it. Repub-
lican presidential candidate 
and Governor Rick Perry stat-
ed that citizens who reject the 
bill simply “don’t have a heart.” 
However, I would argue that a 
certain measure of heartless-
ness is inherently present in 
support for and ratification of 
the DREAM Act. Passage of 
the bill could severely impede 
the ability of native Ameri-
cans, as well as immigrants 
with legal status, from receiv-
ing the grants and scholar-
ships they need. It is not that 
illegal immigrants have a less-
er right to an education, but 
if the money is there to give, 
why should it be awarded to 
people who aren’t even citi-
zens of our country?
President Obama, too, 
has been vocal in his sup-
port of the DREAM Act, on 
the grounds that it would be 
wrong to deny education to 
men and women, regardless 
of origin, because of their par-
ents’ immigration status. 
“In this country there is no 
‘us’ or ‘them,’ there is only us 
—one nation, under God, in-
divisible and immigrants are 
part of that American family,” 
Obama said.  
Yes, it is true that legal im-
migrants are an integral addi-
tion to the melting pot that is 
America. But if illegal aliens 
are just as ‘American’ as John 
Doe, born and raised in Cin-
cinnati, Ohio, and now unable 
to procure a loan from FAFSA 
because his parents are doc-
umented workers with social 
security numbers, then why 
do we have immigration laws 
to begin with? And who will 
protect our life, liberty and 
pursuit of an education?
The Puget Sound TrailOPINIONS
trailops@pugetsound.eduDecember 2, 2011
4
Opinions contained herein do not necessarily reflect the views of The Trail staff, ASUPS, the University, or its Board of Trustees. Articles and letters in the Opinions section are printed at the discretion 
of the Trail editorial staff. The Trail reserves the right to refuse any letters submitted for publication. Letters to the editor will not be edited for grammar, spelling, or content, except in the case of 
material that is considered to be offensive, as determined by the Trail style guide. All letters to the editor must be signed and must have an email address or phone number. Letters for publication the 
following Friday are due no later than Monday at noon and may be sent to: The Puget Sound Trail, 1095 Wheelock Student Center, Tacoma, WA 98416 or trail@pugetsound.edu.
By CAROLEA CASAS
DREAM Act hurts U.S. students
Pricey: College tuition is already too costly for many Americans.
Puget Sound students should ‘green’ their way of life
Many of the cur-rent advocates for increas-ing domestic oil 
production argue that it would 
make the U.S. energy indepen-
dent and increase jobs. Well, 
there is another market that can 
do all that, and help ensure we 
will have a planet to live on, too. 
More importantly, we can have a 
impact on its success.
Clean energy is taking off, 
but not at a pace that will help 
us avoid major environmental 
disasters. It is well within our 
power to lessen the negative ef-
fects of global warming and del-
egate responsibility so we can 
deal with problems more effec-
tively. However, it would take 
a concentrated effort on by the 
government and individuals to 
reduce our emissions.
Global warming is happen-
ing, and we are largely respon-
sible for how rapidly the planet 
is heating up. Science has made 
this largely indisputable. There 
are some people who argue that 
we cannot do anything about it 
at this point, and they are sort 
of right. Stopping the emission 
of greenhouse gases tomorrow 
would not halt global warming 
and ensure that all polar bears 
live happily ever after.
Nevertheless, this is an im-
portant undertaking. We cannot 
reverse what we have done, but 
there is a chance to reduce our 
future problems. At the most 
basic level, we need to work on 
clean energy because most of 
the air in cities today is danger-
ously polluted. And air is one 
of those things we desperately 
need.
We are creating an environ-
ment that is toxic to us and not 
taking steps to fix it. 
It’s easy to blow this off as 
“just another rant on clean en-
ergy,” because it is. But it also 
could serve as your wake up call 
to make tiny changes in your life 
that will affect the way you use 
energy.
There are five super simple 
steps you can take today to re-
duce your own carbon footprint 
and invest in clean energy.
The first is to buy a solar char-
ger. It is the perfect way to feed 
your intense need for constant 
electronic device usage while 
avoiding dirty energy (and a 
hefty energy bill). Despite the 
complete lack of sunshine in Ta-
coma, the chargers still juice up 
cell phones, iPods, and some of 
the higher end ones can even 
take on laptops. They range 
anywhere from $30 to $100+ on 
Amazon.com.
Here is another novel idea; 
turn off your damn lights. 
When the sun is up (including 
the times when it is behind the 
clouds—which is all the time), 
people generally do not need to 
turn on the lights. Even when it 
is dark out, candles are a seduc-
tively cheap (and green!) way to 
keep that switch in the off po-
sition.
Another way to make your 
green voice heard is to vote with 
your fork. Buying organic usu-
ally means plants grown largely 
without the use of petrochemi-
cals. Be a snob, get your veggies 
from the Metropolitan Market, 
and applaud yourself on saving 
the planet. It is that easy.
A more obvious plan for earn-
ing a green superhero cape is to 
bike more often. For those who 
have a car, or have ever ridden 
in a car, you know how tempting 
it is to just take the easy way out. 
Instead, tell yourself it is time to 
get fit and jump on a bike, or 
maybe even rollerblades.
Lastly, buy things second-
hand. Everything today uses 
petroleum at some point in 
the production process. Rather 
than encourage the immensely 
wasteful practice of buying new 
things, take a trip down to the 
nearest Goodwill. It will save 
you a lot of money, and let you 
brag to people about how awe-
somely earth-conscious you are.
Just because we are poor col-
lege students does not mean we 
are powerless in the struggle for 
a cleaner earth. You can vote 
for a better planet with your ac-
tions.
By MEGAN EVANS
Once again, a child abuse 
scandal has rocked our nation, 
and I’ve been left watching as 
too many people take a stand 
on the wrong side of the is-
sue. In response to the football 
coaching staff child molesta-
tion scandal, students and fans 
rallied and rioted in support 
of the accused party instead of 
condemning their actions. 
Too many people treat hor-
rific stories like that of Jerry 
Sandusky’s child molestation 
the same way that they treat 
any other scandal. They fol-
low the nonstop media cover-
age, speculating on and form-
ing opinions about what they 
see, and eventually side with 
either the accused or the al-
leged victims. 
But this isn’t a scandal about 
Joe Paterno and his assis-
tant coaches laundering mon-
ey, cheating on their wives, or 
cheating in football—this is 
a scandal about covering up 
child abuse for 15 years. 
The student outrage that re-
sulted in riots at Penn State 
was about the dismissal of a 
legendary and beloved coach 
rather than the abuse itself. 
This negative use of the stu-
dents’ energy and passion re-
flects a deeper flaw within our 
society: people have trouble 
condemning institutions. 
Michael Jackson was easy to 
call a pedophile, but far few-
er people criticize the me-
dia that sensationalized him. 
Even fewer people condemned 
the leadership of the Catholic 
Church when it faced thou-
sands of allegations of sexual 
abuse. 
The institution of collegiate 
and professional sports is the 
same as the Catholic Church—
it is so widespread and power-
ful that its supporters would 
rather avoid serious problems 
than face them. The lack of 
condemnation of these organi-
zations could stem from a few 
sources: an inability to believe 
that so many people in pow-
er could fail to act responsi-
bly and morally, a willful igno-
rance of that failure, or some 
combination of the two. 
This ignorance is also pres-
ent in a deeper and more dis-
turbing way with the people 
directly involved in the cover-
ups. In placing their institu-
tion first, not only did Paterno 
and his peers preserve a cul-
tural weakness, but they also 
played a part in allowing child 
abuse. 
Supporters of Paterno have 
argued that he fulfilled his le-
gal obligation by passing a re-
port of child molestation to 
his superiors, and that he isn’t 
liable for the abuse. 
While he undeniably did his 
job as an employee to the let-
ter, he failed in the spirit of 
his job as a leader, and worse, 
failed as a morally responsi-
ble human being. His failure 
to follow up on the report or 
confirm police investigation 
makes him a part of the cov-
er up. 
There are numerous lines 
of comparison to be drawn 
here—politicians place their 
own careers ahead of the well-
being of children in terms of 
welfare and education, and 
schools sacrifice student needs 
to save money or appear suc-
cessful—but all of them pale 
in comparison to the toler-
ance of children being sexual-
ly abused. These issues are not 
even in the same category. 
If a school football program 
needs to be sacrificed to pro-
tect children from disgust-
ing and inhumane treatment, 
so be it. If the scandal was 
more deeply embedded and all 
of Penn State had to be shut 
down, so be it. 
These actions should be tak-
en as though there is no alter-
native—but instead, we have 
rioting, willful disbelief and 
inaction. These failures make 
anyone who perpetuates them 
guilty of child abuse by en-
ablement.
PhOTO COURTESY / WIKIPEDIA
Public hesistant to 
question institutions
By SCOTT MILLER
“ It’s easy to blow this off as 
‘ just another rant on clean 
energy,’ because it is. But 
it also could serve as your 
wake up call to manke tiny 
changes in your life that 
will affect the way you use 
energy.”
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With the recent controver-
sy and horror surrounding the 
child abuse at the hands of for-
mer defensive coordinator Jerry 
Sandusky and the alleged subse-
quent cover-up by Penn State of-
ficials still in the headlines, there 
is a fresh new terror that has 
Penn State students rioting in the 
streets: ASUPS has cut the Ski 
Team’s budget for the forthcom-
ing winter season.
“It’s completely stupid and irre-
sponsible how their student gov-
ernment could do something so 
terrible to that school. This is just 
a natural response,” junior Jacob 
Marshall said, amidst downed 
light posts and broken store win-
dows on the streets of State Col-
lege, Pa. Effigies of Grizz the Log-
ger were burned while students 
blew vuvuzelas and air horns. 
“This is nothing,” sophomore 
Colby Anne said, as she tossed 
a rock towards the approaching 
riot squad. “It’s only Monday, so 
we’re still tired from the weekend. 
Wait until Friday for it to really 
get good.” As of press time, police 
were being dispatched to disperse 
the crowds with rubber bullets 
and pepper spray. 
Since the riots began, reaction 
from Puget Sound has ranged 
from confused to indifferent. 
“Yeah, I’m not happy at all that 
the budget got slashed, but that 
doesn’t mean the team is going 
to flip over every van on cam-
pus,” senior Crystal Gaines said. 
“As awesome as that would be, it’s 
just unnecessary and has noth-
ing to do with our budget being 
slashed.”
ASUPS cut ski team 
budget; Penn State 
students riot again
By PEARL KNUCKLESON
Throwing tradition to the wind, 
the producers of Ubiquitous They 
Sketch have reformatted their entire 
show, and the result is nothing short 
of brilliant. The experimental show, 
titled Ubiquitous They Presents: 
Poopy Pidgins  SHOW CANCELED 
was directed by no one, starred no-
body, and was produced by Student 
Theater Productions.
The intense comedic action, 
in many ways a tribute to Andy 
Kaufman’s anti-comedy acts or Sam-
uel Beckett’s Theatre of the Absurd, 
played out entirely in the mind of the 
audience, which very surprisingly 
consisted solely of myself. 
One would have thought that posi-
tive word of mouth would have made 
this show a resounding success, but 
once again the student body has 
shown themselves to be an uncul-
tured gang of incestuous Neander-
thals.  The blank stage and exit sign 
illumination provided the perfect 
backdrop for the dangerously per-
tinent comedic stylings of the black 
curtains. 
Through clever use of metaphors, 
similes, anachronisms, anaphora and 
allusions, the show lampooned ev-
erything from the water fluoridation 
to the abject failure of the Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty in establishing glob-
al norms to prevent the spread of nu-
clear weapons. There were also some 
dick jokes and men pretending to be 
women. I laughed till I cried, cried 
till I chortled, and chortled till I lost 
bowel control. I cannot recommend 
this show enough. 
UT show, 
best yet
By FORD DENT
Dear Love Attorney,
My husband and I are having 
some trouble with our sex talk. 
We’ve tried everything: robot voic-
es, other languages, strings of four 
letter words interjected with ‘my’ 
and ‘your’. It all falls flat. The sex 
is fine, but smut talk just really 
runs me on. Can you recommend 
a remedy for our boring old dirty 
talk?
From,
Sick of Clean Talk
 
Dear Clean Talk,
In my Viennese law school days, 
my reading group and I would cel-
ebrate the Roman god Bacchus ev-
ery week by stripping down and 
participating in a full-scale, un-
repressed orgy. This went on for 
about six years, until that black-
guard Kensling got infected with 
the sailor’s disease and ruined it 
for the rest of us. 
But in those six years we never 
once felt musty in our dirty talk. 
The secret: being literati, we all 
had many ways of describing sex, 
in the style of our favorite books 
and writers. From Woolf ’s free-
flowing springing of our uncon-
scious, to the stark, plain style of 
Hemingway, we had a world of 
sexual metaphors at our hands, 
each style working for different 
ends of mood-production and 
arousal. Allow me to give few ex-
amples I remember from those 
youthful encounters:
William Faulkner: “Ramming 
its sharp tongues through my skin, 
the multi-pronged fork of my in-
ner devil, coiled up inside the pit 
of my beating heart like the bas-
tardly serpent banished from 
Eden’s verdure and for whom I am 
grateful, reveals itself to you and 
me both now (Translation: You’re 
so hot, take it, yeah, oh god). 
The molten lust stabs at me and 
incinerates me and soon consumes 
me, and now, my metamorphosis 
completed, my lust then consumes 
you, and what do we become but 
clay in the hands of a benevo-
lent and violent god (Trans: Yeah, 
spank me, spank me). How lucky 
are we, to sense the secret that old 
Sartoris will never know again, 
and maybe never did, except as a 
tremor, vague in his dark forge, 
never giving its fire to spill out 
of the black iron shell that hides 
and contains so well—not only 
from the pilferers, philanderers, 
and society women around him, 
if not from he himself—the plain-
tive, painful healing of...(Trans: 
OOOaaaaoOOOhhhhh!!).”
Science Textbook: “My coro-
na is dilating. Yes. And I observe 
the vasodilation of your corpora 
cabaronosa. That’s hot. Be careful, 
my pubococcygeus can only take 
mean-sized specimens, but yours 
may be too large to effectively pro-
ceed. 
Lewis Carroll: “So kurillum, you 
dirty nabberjockey. Again, again, 
asven in the rupolam! Cruluph, 
cruluph! That’s the paumrigg and 
forrust. No, forrust, you spreckled 
knuggler!
Ernest Hemingway: “I finished. 
It reminds me of the hills of the 
Elbe river valley, how it glistens 
like white elephants.”
Sigmund Freud: “Who’s your 
daddy?!”
There you have it, Clean. What 
I’ve given you is only an introduc-
tion to the possibilities of stylistic 
literary dirty talk. Other great ex-
amples come from Joyce, Shake-
spear, Sylvia Plath, and Dr. Seuss. 
It’s the smut talk of ideas, not of the 
vulgar and unimaginative physical 
world. Well, I must be going. I have 
a reunion of my old reading group 
to attend.
Love,
The Love Attorney
New ‘Orient’ation program announced
By RAYMOND G. BIV
Puget Sound’s famous freshman 
orientation program, ranked as the 
best in the country, will be getting a 
facelift, pigment dying, palette trans-
formation surgery and Chinese-lan-
guage classes, just in time for the in-
coming freshman class next Fall. 
A press release, in the form a little 
red book, was released last week.  Out-
lined in it was the new ‘Orient’ation 
program, which will last all four years 
instead of one week, with the even-
tual outcome of a class full of Asian 
businessmen.
University officials admitted that 
the ‘Orient’ation was simply a plot 
to get more money from successful 
alumni. 
“Asia will be the new place to do 
business in the near future,” report-
ed one official who requested to re-
main anonymous for fears regarding 
his security.  “The Asian business cul-
ture is different from the West. Fam-
ily ties are very important to business, 
and for the time being, there is still a 
strong preference and trust for one’s 
fellow countrymen in business.”
Mr. Gumption, crap, I mean, the 
anonymous official went on to explain 
that by turning the run-of-the-mill 
student into an Asian businessman 
success in the growing marketplace 
would be assured, resulting in larger 
donations from alumni. 
“And our diversity rates will go 
through the roof,” he said.
According to the press release, “In-
coming students will be given a soft, 
unsuspecting introduction to Asian 
culture, including mandatory semi-
nars on Confucianism, calligraphy, 
Buddhism and proper etiquette in a 
business setting.”
Freshmen will be offered five paths 
to follow: Chinese, Japanese, Korean, 
Thai and Honors (Singaporean). Stu-
dents have one year to choose, and 
upon arriving at school for their sec-
ond year, will be chloroformed and 
operated on, “to usher in stage two of 
‘Orient’ation: Passages.”
“When all is said and done,” pro-
claimed the booklet, “what was once 
a member of the caucasian bour-
geois, with intentions of majoring 
in English and working in non-prof-
it, will become a successful simula-
crum of an Asian professional, ready 
to get a job at a major multinational 
corporation. If our estimates are cor-
rect, one alum will be able to donate 
around $35,000 a year.”
The news of this ingenious pro-
gram has been met with resistance 
from the student body. In particu-
lar, students are against the use of the 
outdated and offensive term ‘Orient’ 
in the title. Outside of that linguis-
tic faux pas, most students accept the 
idea and wish they could have been 
around to be part of it.
“I mean, with the economy the way 
it is, earning large sums of money at 
the cost of my ethnic and cultural 
identity is not all that bad of a choice,” 
sophomore Cesar Rojas-Vallejo said. 
“And I’ve always wanted to learn Ko-
rean, as well.”
However, many members of the 
campus Asian community spoke of 
their resistance in all forms against 
the program, citing “quasi-eugenics,” 
“playing god,” and the “fact that it’s 
just plain f***ing insane and racist” as 
reasons against ‘Orient’ation. 
Attempts to silence protests have 
gone without success due to the fact 
that a significant percentage of Asian 
students are majoring in Biology and 
Chemistry. The school has a strict 
policy against supressing students 
that are likely to become valuable 
high-earning alumni.
Dragon economies: Students will learn about tenets of Asian culture, like subverting economies of scale.
Securit y report
The following incidents occurred on campus and were reported to Security 
Services between Nov. 23 and Nov. 28
•Two members of Campus Security, responding to a call, approached a 
campus-owned house on 12th and Alder that was believed to be occupied 
by a group known as “The Underground Christians,” a heavily-armed fun-
damentalist group that believed the apocalypse was imminent, following the 
relase of Adam Sandler’s latest romantic comedy.  Upon entering the house, 
the security guards discovered the bodies of all 57 members of the cult, vic-
tims of a mass suicide. Autopsies later revealed the persons, which included 
12 children, died from drinking coca-cola real fast and then jumping up and 
down, causing ruptures in their stomach lining. A small bag of pot was found 
at the house.
      Courtesy of Todd Spoiledpork, Director of Security Services
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By DANI SAGE
The holidays are a time during 
which families can get together to cel-
ebrate and eat lots of delicious food. 
For college students the holidays often 
entail returning home, but, as the years 
go by, some may question what going 
home really means.
Some students at Puget Sound—es-
pecially those who live on campus—
may feel at home in their dorm room. 
It is a place to eat, sleep, work and so-
cialize. For eight months out of the 
year, students devote their days work-
ing hard to get good grades,spending 
a greater part of the year on school 
grounds than with their families they 
left behind.
For a majority of students, going 
home is just that: getting back to a 
family who welcomes them with open 
arms and provides a refuge from the 
constant commitment of classes, tests, 
papers and other stresses that are part 
of the college experience. As students 
begin college, their perspective on 
home changes as years go by.
“I wanted to leave. I loved being 
home, but I was ready to go to col-
lege and do other things—go to col-
lege and have some freedom,” Natasha 
Breidenbach, a sophomore, said. But 
eventually she said she appreciated go-
ing home more. 
“I feel like we create an idea of what 
home is like. We remember things that 
we miss, and even if it’s not perfect in 
reality, we still like to imagine it.”
This seems to be the sentiment of 
many students on campus. Especial-
ly during Thanksgiving, getting back 
home is hard for some for various 
reasons. But missing out on the time 
spent with family can be dishearten-
ing.
“To me the holidays mean family, so 
not being able to go home was akin to 
a slap in the face,” Ariel Lawson, a ju-
nior, said. “Campus is so lonely during 
long breaks. It’s so weird when every-
body’s gone. Walking around campus 
is like walking in a ghost town. When-
ever I see someone, I’m always sur-
prised. The S.U.B. is closed so you ba-
sically have to fend for yourself.”
Those who live in Washington have 
the advantage of being able to see their 
families more often if they so choose. 
But there are plenty of students who 
aren’t able to do so. They have to wait 
until the longer breaks to get in some 
family time. According to junior Sarah 
Nordman, even Thanksgiving break 
isn’t enough time to spend with her 
family, despite being able to go back a 
few weeks later.
“I didn’t want to come back to 
school. Being at home was so nice. It 
was difficult leaving because I’m a big 
family person and it was really hard 
to say goodbye to my mom. I’m real-
ly close with her and even though I’m 
going home again soon, I wanted to 
spend more time with her,” she said.
When the time comes for students 
to leave home, emotions can run ram-
pant. It’s great to get a break from 
school every once in a while and to 
be able to enjoy some time spent with 
family and friends that are not always 
close or available. 
Going back to school can be excit-
ing too, even though it means more 
homework and tests. But the opinion 
of most students is one of nostalgia for 
the safety and security of being home 
again with people who love them.
“Since coming to school, home has 
become a safe place where I don’t have 
to worry about anything,” Lawson 
said.
The perspectives students have 
about the fleeting nature of going 
home and coming back to school may 
differ in many ways, but the general 
majority seems to enjoy returning to 
their families, largely because it means 
less stress and better food. No matter 
how much of the year is spent on cam-
pus, no matter how many friends are 
made during the school year, the word 
‘home’ still elicits images of family, se-
curity and warmth. Nothing could be 
better than that.
The meaning of ‘home’
By MARINA BALLERIA
When I first walked into Phys-
ics professor Alan Thorndike’s office, 
he was in the midst of giving a grad-
uated student a red puffy jacket that 
was big enough and warm enough to 
double as a sleeping bag, along with a 
tent that he hadn’t used in 40 years but 
claimed would be able to survive most 
of the elements. Thorndike’s office is 
filled with ticking machines, hand-
made from wood and metal. There is 
a three-hour clock with one hand de-
signed by Ben Franklin and a mod-
el of an Antikythera mechanism, the 
oldest known complex scientific cal-
culator, which he built with Physics 
and Science, Technology and Society 
Professor James Evans. Thorndike’s 
handiwork is present in many loca-
tions around the Puget Sound cam-
pus; he also created the complicated 
Pemrose tiling inlay below the pendu-
lum in Harned Hall. 
During my interview I heard about 
his stint on the North Pole, his urge 
to climb mountains after college, 
and how the students have improved 
over his 29 years at Puget Sound. Al-
though he claims that what you see is 
what you get, Professor Thorndike is 
not to be underestimated—I learned 
he used to do 24-hour bike time tri-
als, has never had a cup of coffee and 
enjoys dancing the tango. This is an 
excerpt from a longer interview, and I 
encourage all students to spend some 
time with Thorndike. After all, he has 
an open offer to all students to come 
out sailing with him on Sundays; just 
stop by his office on Friday to check 
on weather conditions. With this be-
ing his last year here, there are only so 
many Sundays left to get to know one 
of our longest-serving and most ad-
venturous professors.
What made you study physics?
Well, the truth is I didn’t study 
much physics. I didn’t want to be a 
physicist. I wanted to be anything 
but a physicist. I grew up in a family 
where there were physicists all over 
the place and I didn’t want anything 
to do with it. So I studied geology 
and mathematics in school and later 
found myself in graduate school at the 
University of Washington and studied 
glaciology, and after doing that for 20 
years, decided what really interested 
me in that work was the physics con-
tent of it. So, I started looking for a job 
at a small school teaching physics and 
ended up here.
What about physics interests you? 
You teach quantum mechanics which 
seems pretty far from geology and 
glaciology.
I don’t know, my life has gone 
through a few different stages where 
I’m real interested in something and 
then I’ll drop it and get real interested 
in something else. I’ve always liked ex-
plaining things to people, I’ve always 
liked the teacher-student relationship, 
I could probably be happy in some 
other discipline too. But I kind of like 
the idea in physics that there are right 
answers and wrong answers. When 
that happens, you get some insight 
into our physical situation, which I 
find satisfying.
What are some of the surprises or 
changes that you’ve seen happen in 
the fields you study?
Well, early in my career I studied 
the sea ice that floats on the surface 
and I remember the worldview, or 
picture of that situation, was that it 
was a steady static thing and if we 
learned the annual cycle of what’s 
going on, it would just keep repeat-
ing it over and over again, year after 
year. But what we found out is that it 
is a very dynamic place and we may 
not have any sea ice in a little while. 
So, there’s a real surprise. We were 
just naïve to think there would be 
some sort of equilibrium situation.
Did you live on the North Pole, 
the Arctic Circle?
Yes, I spent about two years drift-
ing around on a piece of sea ice.
So you really knew what it was 
like to be sea ice? You were one with 
the sea ice?
What I found most seductive 
about being out on the sea ice was 
how refined the environment was. 
There are only a few things that tick-
le your senses. Everything is gray, 
there is very little light. No color. No 
light. There is no sound. There is just 
ice. And water and sky. Half the year 
there is no light. Very refined.
And you also did mountaineer-
ing as well?
Like I said, I go through these 
stages. When I was your age, just 
graduated from college, the thing 
I wanted most was to be high on a 
cliff with space under my feet. That 
is what piqued my interest in the Pa-
cific Northwest, because you could 
do alpine climbing all year round. 
So why did you stop, did some-
thing else pique your interest?
No, I think it was more a case of 
losing interest because of new re-
sponsibilities in terms of a family. 
I had a few friends that had serious 
accidents doing alpine climbing, so 
one day it wasn’t as important to me 
anymore.
What other interests have you 
had?
Oh let’s see. I went through a 
woodworking phase, a bike-rid-
ing phase, a running phase, various 
phases at work on things that cap-
tured my interest. 
What kind of bike riding did you 
do?
Well, I used to like to go far. So I 
did a couple of 24-hour time trials. 
No way. Where do you go for 24 
hours?
These particular rides were put 
on by a bike club out of Seattle, 
and they would mark off a six-mile 
loop over in Puyallup and you went 
around this six-mile loop. So I did 
that, and also did the Seattle-Port-
land ride. 
You see, I was never very good 
at this. I knew I couldn’t beat most 
people, but I could probably stay in 
the saddle longer than most.
Where does your mind go during 
a 24-hour bike ride?
It goes to a different place, I can 
tell you that. I remember the sen-
sation of watching the shadows of 
the telephone poles, and you’d come 
around the loop again to that same 
pole and the shadow was different. 
You get the sensation of the shadow 
just slowly sweeping around. And I 
By CONRAD wHARTON
Your Domestic Dilemma: “I need 
some festive ideas for the holiday sea-
son! What do you recommend for 
food, drink and decoration?”
Crafty Connie’s Answer: 
Ah yes, the holiday season. A time 
to eat, drink and be merry. Actually, 
it’s usually a time to drink, inducing 
merriment followed by drunchies.  (I 
would submit the cookie monster is 
perpetually hammered. He’s addict-
ed to cookies—who knows what re-
ally makes him a monster?) Realiz-
ing how much you ate the next day 
may restart the cycle until New Year’s, 
when you and the rest of the United 
States resolve to lose 10 pounds and 
maybe take a break from drinking un-
til someone offers you a mimosa. 
Decorations can really liven up a 
room, putting you and your guests 
in a giving mood. Maybe they’ll start 
giving you money for all the alcohol of 
yours they drink, but I wouldn’t count 
on it. Mostly, cheerful holiday decora-
tions help remind you that there’s no 
better way to celebrate than buying 
light-up plastic things.  Many people 
in Tacoma, because they are more fes-
tive and loving than you and I, have 
taken this advice to heart. 
Their homes are visible from space 
due to the plethora of light-up plas-
tic things adorning their lawns, gar-
dens, roofs and trees. These people 
are clearly so taken with the holiday 
spirit that they would never mind you 
borrowing a light-up plastic thing of 
your own.
Despite the obvious generosity of 
these people, there are a few key cri-
teria when selecting your own friend-
ly light-up plastic things to brighten 
your dark and humble home. Porta-
bility is a big one. If, hypothetically, 
you had to jump a fence and sprint 
down an alleyway carrying the thing, 
could you?  Also, will it fit discreetly 
inside your home? That giant inflat-
able Bart Simpson Santa thing sure 
looks good on their lawn, but it may 
overwhelm your living room.  Anoth-
er valuable consideration is accessi-
bility. Items on rooftops are generally 
out, as are items attached to trees. 
A final reminder: light-up plastic 
things have plugs. Do not attempt to 
remove a light-up plastic thing with-
out finding the plug. Doing so may 
result in getting yourself lit up, possi-
bly by the Tacoma Police Department, 
but more likely by enough electricity 
to power the small Tokyo that is your 
friendly neighbor’s lawn.
Once you’ve decorated enough to 
get into the seasonal mood (i.e. de-
pression; they don’t call it “season-
al affective disorder” for nothing), 
there are a few classic drinks that 
are welcome at any winter festivity. 
Try mixing up some peppermint hot 
chocolate. Boil some hot water, or 
as much milk as your giving room-
mate would want you to have, and 
mix in powdered cocoa and pepper-
mint schnapps. The vapor should be 
eye-watering. Absorbing substanc-
es through your eyeballs is one of the 
quickest ways to get them into your 
bloodstream. Keep your face nice and 
close.
Eggnog and brandy is another 
top-notch holiday combo. Actually, a 
higher notch is just brandy. Eggnog is 
really fattening and kind of weird. I’d 
recommend a smooth and delicious 
brandy, such as E&J, also known as 
“Easy Jesus.” This is particularly ap-
propriate if you celebrate Christmas, 
or dislike your liver.
There are many excellent culinary 
traditions that stem from the holidays, 
most of which your relatives know 
how to cook better than you do. Wait 
until you are reunited with them and 
hope they feel generous. Until then, 
you can survive off of the remaining 
strange collection of food in your cup-
board. This may or may not include: 
a packet of Ramen, a potato which is 
now its own ecosystem, stale crackers, 
pasta (no pasta sauce), rice and lots of 
strange assorted cans. Eat the Ramen, 
and then take all of your cans and put 
them in a canned food drive box, like 
the “Food for Fines” box in the li-
brary. You probably have some over-
due books anyway.
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Meet Alan Thorndike, our reluctant physicist
Spreading the holiday cheer: 
Crafty Connie’s solutions
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It is a right of passage for every 
wannabe graduate to begrudging-
ly trudge to the Collins Memorial 
library, shuffle to the information 
desk and assess the damage of four 
years of forgotten fines. 
Many get off scott-free after 
years of diligently returning their 
items on time, but for some it can 
be more painful than the arrival of 
the tuition bill each year. 
However, every fall, in the spirit 
of the holidays, the library waives 
fees for every canned or dry item 
food patrons donate. It is easy to 
see the process as a wonderfully 
sneaky way to avoid coughing up 
cold hard cash in the name of fines, 
but the annual program means a 
lot more. 
Hunger is a global issue that, as 
part of the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals set forth by the Unit-
ed Nations, is being tackled world-
wide in an international push to 
end poverty and hunger. How-
ever, as mentioned in the Millen-
nium Development Goals, due to 
the financial crisis over the past 
few years, there has been a rise in 
world hunger. 
Currently, 935 million people 
worldwide do not have enough to 
eat. As you read this article it is es-
timated that about 25,000 people 
worldwide have died today from 
hunger related issues. 
Almost 50 million people in 
the United States live in “food in-
secure” households as of 2010. Of 
those millions, nationally, over 
950,000 live in Washington State. 
382,000 of those people are chil-
dren.
But how can you put a number 
like that in perspective? The en-
tire population of Pierce County 
in 2010 was only 795,225.  It would 
cost around 400 million dollars to 
feed everyone in need in Wash-
ington State; the nation spent over 
11 billion dollars on Black Friday 
alone. 
As overwhelming an issue as 
world hunger can be there is still 
plenty we can do on out meek stu-
dent budgets. Donating food or 
even a few dollars to one of the lo-
cal Tacoma Food Banks can help 
provide food for families who are 
living in our area. Spend a few 
hours volunteering for a food bank, 
where you can not only help by do-
nating your time, but also you can 
gain a better personal understand-
ing of how hunger affects Tacoma. 
The donations gathered through 
the Food for Fines program go to 
St. Leo Food Connections in Ta-
coma. Last year the collection to-
taled 600 items. The organization 
operates two food banks in Pierce 
County, as well as a summer meal 
program for children under 18. It 
also grows its own produce to sup-
plement donations.  
Beyond just organizing the Do-
nations process, the library also has 
gathered a collection of research 
material and statistics regarding 
world hunger as part of the Food 
for Fines program. These statistics 
are available on their website. 
The holiday season can quickly 
become incredibly stressful, as we 
frantically attempt to convey our 
love for one another by purchasing 
as much, as fast as we can. At every 
grocery store there is someone ask-
ing for donations, at every mall or 
shopping center there is someone 
ringing a bell asking for us to wake 
up from our manic shopping haze 
and realize that there are still plen-
ty of people in our own communi-
ties that need our help much more 
then our little sisters need  new iP-
ods. 
Although I am by no means say-
ing that we should abandon tradi-
tion and deny family and friends 
presents, perhaps now, as we inch 
closer to adulthood, it is time we 
find a way to make giving back to 
others part of our holiday ritual. 
The world makes it so easy for us—
donate a can, give few dollars, or 
share a few hours of our days with 
people who need us. How can we 
really refuse?
By LAURA HOLLISTER
Lights, camera, director? That’s 
right, the Directing Class One 
Acts are invading the stage in the 
first week of December.  
Dec. 5, 6 and 7 at 5:30 p.m., 13 
student-directed one acts will be 
taking place in the Norton Clapp 
Theater. Tickets will be sold at 
the door for $2 each. Five plays 
will be performed on Monday fol-
lowed by four on both Tuesday 
and Wednesday. 
While these one acts are a proj-
ect of the directing class offered 
by the Theatre Department here 
on campus, the productions are 
completely student-run. From di-
recting to tech and acting, these 
one acts are based on the initiative 
of the students in the class. 
The class is focuses on the prac-
tical implementation of the craft 
of directing, which means the stu-
dents put what they learn in their 
directing class into practice for 
the benefit of the Puget Sound 
community. 
The course is divided into sev-
eral sections—discussing what a 
director’s charge entails, looking 
at play structure and how to go 
about selecting a play, conduct-
ing in-class projects on directing 
techniques, doing dramaturgy in 
teams on a particular play and di-
recting treatments of short plays 
in class. 
Once students learn their way 
around the basics of directing, the 
practical experience begins with 
campus-wide auditions. After au-
ditions and callbacks it is a snow-
ball blitz to get tech days, rehears-
als and dress rehearsals down 
before the opening night of each 
show. 
While the directors and actors 
are self-motivated, the directing 
class does have the good fortune 
of being able to trouble-shoot 
with their classmates and pro-
fessor and to further discuss the 
practicalities and realities of di-
recting.  
This year’s Directing Class One 
Acts promise to be a larger and 
more diverse amalgamation than 
in previous years. This semester 
13 student-directed shows give 
the Puget Sound community an 
increased opportunity to appre-
ciate and support the theatre stu-
dents and department on campus. 
Not only is the number of acts 
delightfully profuse, but there is 
also a wide variation of styles. This 
semester the plays range from co-
medic farce and absurdism to the 
more dramatic with romance and 
thought-provoking issues. 
The audience will be able to ap-
preciate everything from the more 
established genres of theatre to 
some creative use of cubism.      
Previous directing experience is 
not required for the one acts; you 
can have as little directing experi-
ence as is possible before entering 
the class.
Everyone is on equal footing 
because they all begin by learning 
the basics of being the best direc-
tor possible, gaining new insights 
about and learning new methods 
for directing from the class and 
instructor. 
While the directing process can 
be a difficult and trying experi-
ence, it allows those who previ-
ously had only tech or acting ex-
perience to begin to appreciate the 
process of creating a stage-worthy 
production in its entirety. 
So, don’t forget to come down 
to the Norton Clapp Theatre the 
first week of December and sup-
port the Puget Sound theatre 
community. 
Each one act will be performed 
for one night only, so be sure to 
come by and see the directing 
class in action while you can.  
Hunger in the first world: 
Library trades food for fines
This weekend’s Directing Class One Acts very promising
looked at it 60 times throughout the 
day, and I noticed it was in over here 
in the morning and over here in the 
afternoon. So, it doesn’t take much 
to occupy the mind.
How did you start taking students 
out sailing on Sundays? And how of-
ten do you do it?
Well, I’m not allowed to go out by 
myself. It’s been fun to do it with stu-
dents. I used to do it every weekend, 
all year round, but I’m finding less 
students are interested these days. 
So some weekends we don’t go but 
I’ve taken about 300 students on the 
boat. I usually just say in class on Fri-
day, ‘does anyone want to go sailing?’ 
And word spreads around, students 
will come and knock on the door and 
say, “I hear you have a boat.” 
What’s an interesting change you 
have seen in your 29 years at Puget 
Sound?
Oh, the sidewalks. 
Well, that’s a serious answer be-
cause a lot of what you notice looking 
back on the years is that a lot about 
the physical campus has changed. A 
lot of new buildings, the landscaping 
is very different.
The students are better than they 
were when I first came. When I first 
came there were a lot of students that 
weren’t prepared for college. [Puget 
Sound] at that time was trying to 
serve everyone’s needs and it was 
going through a process of finding 
its mission, so that’s a change. But I 
look forward to coming to work ev-
eryday. There hasn’t been a day that 
I haven’t wanted to be here. Walking 
onto campus, being surrounded by 
the comfortable layout of the facili-
ties, the good colleagues, good stu-
dents, good material to teach. 
What would you do if you weren’t 
a professor?
Oh, well I’m about to find that out. 
My new occupation is building toys 
for my grandson. 
If you go back years and years, if 
you were on a different path what 
could you see yourself doing?
When I was in junior high school 
I remember taking an aptitude test 
for different vocations and a school 
counselor saying, “You know, Alan, 
you’re a smart boy, you can be any-
thing you want, just not a teacher.” 
Is there anything about you that 
would really surprise people?
I don’t know, what you see is what 
you get. People were surprised the 
other night at the faculty dinner, 
there was a bunch of tango music 
and Louise and I got up and danced. 
People were very surprised to see this 
old guy still had some moves. 
Is there any advice you would give 
students?
Well, I have a hard time giving ad-
vice because I’ve made a lot of pecu-
liar decisions and things worked out 
OK for me. I like to tell students as 
they’re getting ready to move on and 
thinking about what they’ll do, that 
there is no right or wrong answer to 
that question. You just have to go one 
step at a time. Do something that will 
be a learning experience for you.
The great thing about this country 
is that it’s pretty easy to make chang-
es. It’s a very common thing in grad-
uate school to change departments 
and change subjects of study.
Well, is there anything else I 
should ask you about that I haven’t 
yet already?
Well, there was a newspaper inter-
view with Paul Dirac who is a British 
physicist visiting University of Wis-
consin, and the interviewer asked 
him what he liked most about Amer-
ica and he said, “Potatoes.” 
So, ask me another question.
Ok, what do you like most about 
America?
Potatoes.
“The entire population of 
Pierce County in 2010 was 
only 795,225. It would cost 
around 400 million dollars 
to feed everyone in need 
in washington State; the 
nation spent over 11 billion 
dollars on Black Friday 
alone. ”
Action: Theater students will direct and perform in Directing Class One Acts in Norton Clapp Theater from Dec. 5-7.
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The Women’s Basketball team has 
had a strong start to the 2011 sea-
son. The Loggers opened up the 
season on Tuesday, Nov. 16 against 
Northwest. The team came away 
with a 88-75 win with five players 
hitting double digits in scoring.  Se-
nior Jocelyn Riordan (Lake Forest 
Park, Wash.) led the team with 22 
points, including three three-point-
ers. Junior Sarah Stewart (Burling-
ton, Wash.) scored 13 points and 
freshman Amanda Forshay (Mora-
ga, Calif) put up nine points for the 
Loggers. 
“I do my best to contribute in ev-
ery aspect of the game—whether it’s 
scoring, rebounding or a solid de-
fensive effort. I like to come into the 
game with a lot of energy,” Forshay 
said. 
The Loggers brought that mo-
mentum into their first home game 
against Santa Cruz on Nov. 19.  The 
team was able to turn a halftime def-
icit into a 55-45 win in the last 20 
minutes of the game to beat the Ba-
nana Slugs (0-3). Stewart led the 
Loggers with 13 points and Riordan 
hit a shot with seconds to go in the 
first half to make the score 27-24. 
In the second half, the Loggers held 
Santa Cruz to 30.4 percent shooting. 
The women had their first loss of 
the season to Seattle Pacific Univer-
sity on Nov. 22 but played strong 
and kept their momentum going 
despite 71-60 score. Junior Kelsey 
McKinnis (Ashland, Ore.) scored 
the game-high 20 points and and 
Forshay added 10 points. Even 
though the Falcons held the score 
at half with 35-22, the Loggers came 
out strong in the second half. The 
Loggers forced 13 turnovers in the 
final 20 minutes. 
“There was a point where we were 
down by 20 and we could have giv-
en up and gotten totally slaughtered, 
but instead we fought until the end 
and only lost by 11. That just goes to 
show that we’re capable of so much 
more than we even realize,” Stewart 
said.
The Loggers rebounded off of 
their loss to SPU and came out 
strong for a big win against St. Joe’s 
on Nov. 26. Every member of the 
team was able to see playing time in 
the game, and they beat the record 
for the most points scored in a sin-
gle game since December 19, 2005. 
McKinnis lead the Loggers with 
16 points, junior Lindsay Layland 
(Homer, Alaska) contributed 15 
points, and Riordan added 14 points 
to the board. The Loggers had an as-
tounding 93-49 victory over the 
Bears and held them to 32.7 percent 
shooting. 
On Nov. 27, the Loggers faced 
Concordia in a tough battle, which 
ended in an 80-77 loss during over-
time. In the second half, the Loggers 
came back from a half-time deficit 
and looked strong. McKinnis man-
aged a layup just before the end of 
regulation time to tie the game 69-
69 and force overtime. However, the 
Cavaliers were able to capitalize on 
shots in the last few minutes of the 
game for the win. This game is the 
last game of preseason play for the 
Loggers, and next week they will 
head to Oregon to start NWC play 
against Pacific and Willamette. 
“Our team has so much potential. 
We have a lot of talent and an all-
around desire to grow as a team and 
win games. I am very excited just to 
see what is in store for us through-
out the season,” Forshay said. 
Senior Brittney Basilio (Waialua, 
Hawaii) is also excited for her final 
season as a Logger. “I am looking 
forward to accomplishing the goals 
that we set at the beginning of the 
year. Our team is very talented and 
filled with really intelligent young 
women who love challenges and 
overcoming them together. We are 
finally starting to become more co-
hesive on the court,” said Basilio.
By MAYA HECK
Pointer: The Loggers set a new record for most points in a game.
A record-breaking start for Logger basketball
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Ultimate Frisbee is a popular and 
growing sport on the Puget Sound 
campus.  The Ultimate Frisbee team 
is one club sport that deserves recog-
nition for their talent and their over-
all campus involvement. 
The sport of Ultimate Frisbee com-
bines aspects of different sports, such 
as football’s end zone and soccer’s 
style of passing. The sport is played 
with a flying disc, and the overall ob-
ject is for the game is to score points 
by passing the disc to players in the 
opponent’s end zone. Ultimate fris-
bee gains popularity every year.
One Puget Sound alumnus, who 
was part of the Ultimate Frisbee club 
team, started the first online Ulti-
mate Frisbee club, and in 2010 the 
captain of the team, senior Ky Lew-
is (San Diego, Calif.), and five other 
alumni were asked to become found-
ers of this online magazine. 
Throughout the year, the club 
will attend different tournaments 
throughout the Northwest. These 
tournaments last an entire week-
end, and the team can play anywhere 
from 6 to 8 different matches of Ul-
timate. 
During their fall season, the team 
will use the tournaments they attend 
as tryouts and as practices, allow-
ing them a fun way to improve their 
skills. They are able to mix in differ-
ent players all the time, which lets ev-
eryone on the team play.
Next spring they will have try-
outs for their A team and B team for 
their upcoming season. Last year, 
the A team had a match in May at 
the United States Ultimate Associa-
tion’s Northwest Regionals, putting 
them one step away from going to 
nationals.  
Recently, the team attended the 
Oregon Fall Ultimate Disc Games 
in Eugene, Ore. The Puget Sound 
ltimate Frisbee team was able to 
put up great scores against larger 
schools such as Western Washing-
ton and Washington State. 
“Our season overall this year is 
a success. Our freshmen and new 
players are improving every day 
and our team is looking to improve 
just as we have every year. In fact, in 
Corvallis, where we sent two teams, 
one of our teams made it to the 
semifinals of Beaver Brawl, where 
they had a great game against the 
University of Oregon Ego,” Lewis 
said. 
There is definitely a promising 
season ahead for this club team. 
They have the talent and dedica-
tion to accomplish all of their goals 
this year, so the Puget Sound com-
munity should definitely keep their 
eyes out for the Ultimate Team this 
spring.
“We have two goals this year. We 
either want to qualify for Division 
1 Nationals or win D-3 Nationals. 
Which road we take is dependent 
on how we do early in the spring 
season and how the rest of each di-
vision looks. We really would like to 
make it a first, and qualify for the 
big show. I expect us to make some 
big noise because we have some 
extremely committed and athletic 
players that we are ready to show 
off. With our coach back with us 
this next semester we should be 
ready to do big things,” Lewis said. 
By ANGEL JOHNSON
Ultimate Frisbee 
makes some noise 
Though the 2011 season was 
a disappointing one for the Log-
ger football team, there were still 
several outstanding performanc-
es that provided the team with a 
few bright spots. In particular, ju-
nior wide receiver Adam Knif-
fin (Salem, Ore.) gave Logger fans 
something to cheer about during a 
largely joyless season. Even before 
the start of the 2011 season, Knif-
fin was already a star for the Log-
gers, thanks to a 2010 campaign 
that saw him earn a spot on the 
on the All-NWC team by catch-
ing team-record 92 passes for 911 
yards. In addition, Kniffin estab-
lished himself as an electrifying 
kick and punt returner.
Kniffin exceeded these lofty ex-
pectations in 2011. On a team that 
lacked consistent quarterback play, 
Kniffin was a sure-handed tar-
get for whoever was behind cen-
ter, catching at least eight passes 
in eight of the nine games that he 
started. Overall, Kniffin finished 
with 95 receptions, surpassing 
his own school record for catch-
es in a season. He also broke the 
school record for receiving yard-
age with 995 yards from scrim-
mage. For these accomplishments, 
Kniffin was awarded a spot on  the 
All-NWC first team for the second 
straight season.
Despite these outstanding ac-
complishments, it is possible that 
the best is yet to come for Kniffin, 
who will be entering his senior sea-
son next year. After a tumultuous 
season for Logger quarterbacks in 
2011, there should be more sta-
bility at the position in 2012, as 
freshman Braden Foley (Bothell, 
Wash.) continues to mature in the 
role. Less chaos at the quarterback 
position should translate to more 
opportunities for Kniffin, who will 
be aiming for his third consecutive 
trip to the All-NWC team. 
Star: Kniffin has one more season to shine at Baker Stadium.
Logger Spotlight: Adam Kniffin
Kniffin goes above and 
beyond in 2011 season
By STEPHEN HAMAY
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The start to the winter season begins with big wins for Lady Loggers
After wrapping up the fall 
season, the team looks to 
the spring with anticipation
Women’s Basketball
Games
5
Overall
3-2
Streak
Lost 1
Men’s Basketball
Games
5
Overall
5-0
Streak
5
Good Luck to our Logger 
swimmers at the Husky 
Invitational!
Dec 2-4
“We really would like to 
make it a first and qualify 
for the big show. I expect us 
to make some big noise.”
—Ky Lewis
SPORTS
Swimming talent runs in the 
Kitson family, as the siblings 
came out big in their meet against 
Linfield. 
“We don’t compete that much 
just because boys are a lot faster 
than girls. We have always both 
swum backstroke, but I lost the 
ability to beat him when he hit 
puberty,” Kenzie Kitson said. 
Her younger brother, sophomore 
Teale Kitson (Durango, Colo.), 
won three events while his sister 
senior, Kenzie Kitson (Durango, 
Colo.), won two.
“Swimming with my broth-
er on the team has actually felt 
pretty normal. We get along well 
and have swum together since we 
were little. I have really appreci-
ated seeing him become part of 
the UPS team and I have enjoyed 
seeing him improve in his swim-
ming. I am glad that he is not at a 
different school because it would 
be more difficult to be part of 
his life. We have become closer 
friends being part of this team, 
and I am so happy that he decid-
ed to come to UPS,”  Kenzie said. 
 Overall, both teams came out 
on top with a 164-97 win for the 
men and a 180-78 win for the 
women’s team. 
On the men’s side, Kitson 
took titles in 800 free (9:00.05), 
100 back (1:01.67) and 400 free 
(4:24.21). Sophomore Derek 
Frenzel (Moscow, Idaho) also 
took home three wins for the Log-
gers; in the 200 fly (2:13.41), the 
200 back (2:18.56) and the 400 IM 
(5:01.03). Junior Aleksander Jer-
emikj (Skopje, Macedonia) took 
home two wins in the 100 free 
and 100 fly. 
Kitson and sophomore Cait-
lin Fuller (Sherman Oaks, Ca-
lif.) tied to lead the team with two 
wins each. Kitson won in the 100 
back (1:08.52) and the 200 back 
(2:30.90) and Fuller took home 
wins in the 800 free (10:10.28) 
and 200 fly (2:36.45). 
The senior swimmers have 
seen many changes through-
out the years. “I have definite-
ly seen the program change over 
the past four years. I am sure ev-
ery senior says this, but I felt the 
team became more united over 
my four years. UPS swim team is 
made up of many talented swim-
mers  [but]we have become more 
than that— we are a family. Every 
class has added something new to 
the program and finds a different 
way to support our team unity. I 
am so proud of the progress our 
team has made and I hope to see 
the trend continue in the future,” 
Kenzie said.
The Loggers won an impressive 
23 of 28 events during their meet 
against Linfield. However, we will 
not have an opportunity to watch 
them swim again until Dec. 2 
when they suit up for the Husky 
Invitational. 
By ANTHEA AASEN
The Logger Men’s Basketball 
team continued their hot start over 
Thanksgiving break, winning both 
of their games in the PLU Thanks-
giving Classic tournament in Park-
land, Wash. 
Their first matchup came on Fri-
day, Nov. 25 against winless Ever-
green State.  Despite struggling out 
of the gate, the Loggers found their 
stride with about 12 minutes left in 
the first half, where they stretched 
a slim 15-14 lead into a command-
ing one by scoring 15 unanswered 
points over the next three and a half 
minutes. The run started when se-
nior forward Kaleb Shelton-John-
son (Tacoma, Wash.) nailed a three-
pointer and five different Loggers 
scored during the streak.  
However, Evergreen State was 
able to trim the Logger lead to 
seven at halftime, and a second-
half run brought them within four 
points, as they trailed Puget Sound 
60-56 with just over 11 minutes to 
go.  They would get no closer, how-
ever, as senior guard Edric Egberu-
are (San Jose, Calif.) nailed two 
free throws to start a 15-5 run by 
the Loggers that essentially put the 
game out of reach for Evergreen 
State. The team eventually won 88-
77, thanks in part to Egberuare, 
who lead the team with 18 points. 
Three-point shooting was a major 
factor throughout the game, as the 
Loggers collectively made 60 per-
cent of their three-point attempts.
The Loggers were in for more 
of a challenge in their next game, 
as they faced off against UW-Riv-
er Falls Falcons, ranked 23rd in 
the nation.  It was the Loggers’ first 
game against a ranked opponent, 
and the team came out of the gate 
fired up.  
The Loggers took the lead just 
over one minute into the game and 
did not trail again in the first half. 
The Loggers led by as many as nine 
in the first half, but the Falcons re-
fused to go away, tying the game 
several times in the first half in 
what would be a preview of things 
to come. Though the Loggers led 
36-30 at halftime, they could hardly 
feel comfortable with their advan-
tage.
Despite this, after a solid opening 
to the second half that saw senior 
forward Anthony Gittens knock 
down a free throw to give the Log-
gers a 45-35 lead with 16 minutes to 
go, it looked like the Loggers might 
have put away the Falcons for good. 
UW-River Falls stayed strong, how-
ever, as they battled back for the 
rest of the second half. They final-
ly put themselves in position to win 
the game at the very end, as a Tay-
lor Peterson layup gave the Falcons 
a 64-63 lead with just over a minute 
to play. Shelton-Johnson was fouled 
on the next Logger possession, and 
was able to nail two free throws to 
put the team back on top. The Log-
gers ultimately held on to defeat the 
Falcons 67-64.
The Loggers couldn’t have asked 
for a better start to the season, as 
their 5-0 record puts them in fan-
tastic position as they enter confer-
ence play. This Loggers team is deep 
and experienced, with four senior 
starters, and it has shown the ability 
to light up inferior opponents, aver-
aging 83.2 points per game in their 
five wins. 
They have a real chance to make 
some noise in their conference 
schedule, which begins on Friday, 
Dec. 2 against Pacific University.
By STEPHEN HAMwAY
Loggers start winter season with five straight wins
Men’s Basketball enters the conference season on a hot streak in 2011
Slam Dunk: Loggers enter conference with a 5-0 record.
Talent runs in the 
family: Kitson 
siblings start strong
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“ We have become close 
friends being part of this 
team, and I am so happy 
that he decided to come to 
UPS. ”
—Kenzie Kitson
The Loggers prepare 
for the upcoming husky 
Invitational this week
I have been questioned, many 
times, as to why I am the sports 
editor of The Trail.  I am five feet 
and four inches tall and when peo-
ple look at me, my appearance 
does not scream sports aficionado 
or even athlete.  To be fair, I am 
not a sports aficionado. I watch 
the Super Bowl for the funny com-
mercials and the half time show 
and never even mention the World 
Series.  However, I am an athlete.
I was a high school athlete.  I 
played tennis for three years and 
was decent, but my real passion 
was soccer. I began playing the 
moment I could.  I was four the 
first time I was able to play on 
team. Although Bumblebee Soc-
cer is not truly representative of 
the sport, I was hooked from the 
moment I dribbled a ball across 
the grass.
I played for 16 years competi-
tively.  For 13 of those years I was 
goalkeeper, and that is where my 
true talent lies. I loved being in the 
goal box.  The adrenaline rush that 
I felt for the entire game was the 
best feeling in the world. I felt un-
stoppable and that is where I met 
my downfall.
During a scrimmage match be-
tween the varsity men and wom-
en’s team in high school I suffered 
a knee injury.  I haven’t been able 
to play competitively since, and it 
is a big part of my life that I miss.
I am not writing this to talk 
about the fact I was an athlete. 
Rather, I am writing this in hon-
or of every athlete on this cam-
pus.  There are so many of us that 
played in high school, and for one 
reason or another, whether it be 
an injury or extenuating circum-
stances, we no longer play.  And I 
can say from experience that it is 
hard not to.
Although I am told not to play, I 
do.  I play on an intramural team, 
and although our team disbanded 
because players are abroad, those 
of us who are here make it a point 
to practice when we can.  Yes, 
practice.  
There is talent on those fields. 
Club athletes and intramural ath-
letes are just those athletes who 
chose not to or were unable to 
play collegiate level sports.  On the 
Puget Sound campus, the majority 
of students participate as a mem-
ber of a sports team on this cam-
pus.  It is not just limited to Varsi-
ty athletics.  There are ways to get 
involved and stay involved in the 
sport that you love.  
Each day I regret that I do not 
play on an organized team.  How-
ever, I find that intramurals are a 
great second.  I love the members 
on my team, and they have be-
come some of my closest friends 
on campus.  Also, it is just fun and 
it is a great excuse to pull out my 
cleats and gloves every once in 
while.
Athletes of Puget Sound, if you 
have not done so yet, there are 
ways to keep playing.  Just look.
By HANNAH CHASE
The life and times of a high 
school athlete: The college years
Ways to stay involved after high school
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Want to submit a Hey You? 
E-mail 
trailheyyou@pugetsound.edu 
or put one in the box in 
Diversions Cafe.
The Trail will never publish 
Hey Yous that explicitly refer 
to individuals or groups or are 
hateful or libelous in nature. A 
full description of the policy can 
be found at trail.pugetsound.edu.
HEY YOU, Students! “The greatest 
danger to our future is apathy.” —
Jane Goodall. It’s time to OCCUPY.
HEY YOU, Minnesota Club! Sorry 
your Vikes suck so bad! Love, Wis-
consin Club.
HEY YOU, Ghandi was right...first 
they ignore you, then they laugh at 
you, then they fight you, then you 
win. OWS!
HEY YOU, Ladies in my English 
class. I’m sorry for cursing in your 
presence. It was rude and ungentle-
manly of me.
HEY YOU, It is easier to buy a gun 
than my education. OWS!
HEY YOU, Occupy 6th people, 
sorry my friend was rude. I was re-
ally trying to show support.
HEY YOU, Red-headed quail 
barista, do me the honor of letting 
me take you to your own formal. I 
already placed the corsage order.
HEY YOU, “If the people of this 
nation understood our banking and 
monetary system, I believe there 
would be a revolution tomorrow 
morning.”—Henry Ford. 
HEY YOU, Grill Guy—I know ya 
have faith, now get some courage! ;)
HEY YOU, ‘Sleep in’ in the main 
reading room of the library Dec. 6! 
HEY YOU, S.U.B., not to be dra-
matic, but every morning you don’t 
have hashbrowns I get a little closer 
to putting a gun in my mouth.
HEY YOU, Next-door neighbor, I 
know you had a test in the morn-
ing, but I regret nothing.
HEY YOU, Bloomberg! You may 
have taken the park away but now 
you’ll learn that it’s an awful lot 
harder to evict an idea from the  
Agenda. #occupytheagenda #nicho-
laskristof
HEY YOU, Professor, I’m sorry 
I’m always late for class, it’s only 
because I hate you.
HEY YOU, Yeah you. No, not you, 
the other person over there. No, not 
him either. YOU! Yeah, YOU! Do 
you know John Norris? 
HEY YOU, UC system! Stop brutal-
izing nonviolent protestors #occu-
pyucdavis #occupyucberkeley 
HEY YOU, Girl with the star tattoo, 
you make my white dwarf into a 
red giant. 
HEY YOU, ASUPS, we were just 
kidding. Thanks for giving us all 
the money we asked for so we can 
ski this year!
HEY YOU, Collins Memorial 
Library, we thought Einstein looked 
good up there.
HEY YOU, Sunday night announc-
er of the library closing times, your 
angelic voice nearly hides the mes-
sage of doom.
HEY YOU, UPS student! Don’t let 
apathy rule your political con-
science, break free and Occupy!
HEY YOU, Broken Elbow, you’re a 
badass, and all of us support you.
HEY YOU, let’s Occupy reality for 
a minute and realize that we’re all 
graduating sooner or later and that 
what’s going on in the rest of the 
country is relevant to us.
HEY YOU, Bio-lovin’, flute-playin’ 
hottie! Wanna play my instrument? 
HEY YOU, These are not the droids 
you’re looking for. 
HEY YOU, I think your hairy 
armpits combined with your bubbly 
personality is incredibly attractive. 
Is that weird? You be the judge, 
because I don’t think so ;).
By SUZY SPONGEwORTHY 
and ANNA FAPMAN 
Welcome, babes of toyland! This 
week we’ve worked together to bring 
you Sex Toyz 101: Happy Trail style. 
Dildos, vibrators, cock rings and, 
of course, the ubiquitous and ever-
useful lube. Learn some lessons and 
remember the rules—always play 
naughty, and don’t always share. 
This ain’t your happy meal toy, sexy 
thing. These toys are going places (and 
in places, and up places, and over 
places…). 
(And remember, if you want a 
sex toy but don’t want to go to a sex 
shop, try Babeland.com. They ship in 
nondescript boxes so the mail room 
workers don’t find out about your 
new 10-inch dildo.)
Enjoy!
Vibrators and dildos
When you get a vibrator, you 
should take some time to think about 
what really feels good. A hands-
on session can help you with that. 
When your hands are hanging out 
in your nether regions, even if you 
haven’t been able to bring yourself 
to orgasm, you can still take some 
deep breaths and use your fingers to 
explore what feels good. 
Like to focus on your clit? 
Try a vibrator meant for clitoral 
stimulation. These are often the 
most inexpensive vibes, too—the 
basic model can be small, plastic, 
and power your play with just a AA 
battery or two. These one-setting 
beginner’s models are also great if 
you’re new to vibes and intimidated 
by the big dicks. I am not ashamed 
to admit that my first vibrator was 
a bright green caterpillar complete 
with little stimulation antennae and 
a silicone-stamped smile.
 You can also graduate to multi-
setting models, which can offer 
different strengths or tease you 
with different patterns—simpler 
start-and-stop rhythms, and more 
complex up-and-down waves. 
Personally, though, I’ve found that 
simple is best.  
Like the feeling of the ol’ in-and-
out? You probably have sensitive 
inner labia and vaginal opening. 
Vibration can bring this feeling 
to a whole ‘nother level. There are 
some great realistically sized vibes 
which will feel great entering you. 
You might want to go for length, 
as a longer vibe will give you better 
grip and maneuver and the ability 
to change vibration settings without 
stopping.  
Some people have too much 
clitoral head sensitivity and can’t 
handle vibration, even on the lowest 
setting of a multi-setting model. This 
is where the penetrative function of 
toys is great. Hence, the dildo. 
Dildos generally come in two 
aesthetic styles that you may want to 
consider before going into the store. 
Abstract dildos are generally sleek 
and may be phallic in shape (though 
in reality, it’s vagina-shaped), 
though not explicitly so. Realistic 
dildos are explicitly modeled after 
penises. They may be flesh-toned 
or not, have veins or not, etc. The 
lovely employees of Babeland know 
all about the two types and the 
proper diameter to choose, so be 
sure to take advantage of their vast 
knowledge since purchasing a sex 
toy can be pricey.
Now, I’m totally of the sensitive 
labia party (next house party 
theme?). I love me some in-and-out. 
But keep in mind that when you’re 
alone, you’re the only one stuck 
with the clean up. And I’m a lazy 
masturbator. The last thing I want 
to do after a good wank is to give 
my vibrator (and sheets) a major 
scrub-down. Not to mention, in-
and-out takes work—some serious 
arm endurance. For me, touching a 
vibe to my clit gives me the orgasm 
without the workout (another 
reason I prefer a vibe to a dildo). 
Remember, it’s your alone time—
you’re allowed to be as lazy as you 
want. Do what feels best. 
A vibrator is also a great way to 
explore your G-spot. For this, there 
are special vibes with a curve, but 
really, if you get the right angle and 
size, a straight-up phallic vibrator 
should reach your sweet spot just as 
well. So the curve can be a help but 
not a priority—and if you’re trying 
to get your vibrator to multi-task, 
it might just get in the way. Really, 
a vaguely dick-shaped, dick-sized 
vibrator can be the way to go. You 
can focus it on your clit, you can 
penetrate and you can go in deep. 
Now, I personally prefer to focus 
on one feeling at a time, but some 
people want to do all three at once. 
Dual/triple stimulation has been 
popular ever since “Sex in the City” 
waxed poetic over the Rabbit—a 
penis-shaped vibe with a bunny 
attachment that will tickle your clit 
as the dick part penetrates. A great 
way to try this out for cheap is the 
Butterfly Kiss vibe which, with its 
hot pink clit-tickling butterfly, may 
look like you’re shoving a Barbie 
accessory up your vag—but trust 
me, it’ll be worth it. 
During partner play, vibrators 
shouldn’t make you feel insecure—
look at you, you’ve harnessed the 
power to make your partner come 
on a whole new level!  Vibes are 
great if you want to just lay there 
and watch your partner writhe with 
pleasure while you hardly move—
the vibration does the work for you, 
especially with the clitoris. 
You can also be your own dual-
stimulation—f*** her and touch 
a vibe to her clit. I’ve found this 
is easiest if the man (or strap-on 
wielding lady) is standing at the 
edge of the bed with the woman 
laying down, her feet on his (or 
her) shoulders. Or ladies, take the 
vibe yourselves during doggie style 
or woman-on-top and double your 
pleasure. 
A few final tips: if you know what 
you like, invest in a rechargeable 
vibrator. You’ll be saving in batteries, 
plus it’s better for the environment. 
And do think about what materials 
are in your vibe—chemicals such 
as parabens are converted into 
estrogen by your body. That’s why I 
recommend shopping at a place like 
Babeland, where they are careful to 
purchase only high quality vibes. 
Lube
Lubrication is a better sexual 
experience in a bottle. Whether 
you’re using it on yourself, a partner 
or during penetrative (penile or toy) 
partner sex, the liquid goodness 
makes things more comfortable, 
smooth and sensual. To reduce 
friction with condom use and 
therefore tearing (which means bad 
news baby) apply lube on the inside 
and outside of the condom.
Most sex experts would agree that 
no sex should be without lube. 
Maybe you’re under the 
impression that pre-cum or vaginal 
secretions are all you need and lube 
is an indication of failure of arousal 
on someone (let’s be real, the female 
partner[s] involved if there is one). 
Au contraire: this is a poor 
attitude because that puts a lot of 
pressure on someone to perform. In 
my experience, the more stress, the 
less arousal, and with less arousal 
come less juice flowing. So suck it up 
and get some lube. It’ll be well worth 
your money. 
You may also be thinking, “But 
the condom has lube!” Ahem, not 
NEARLY enough. That shit is gone 
like three nanoseconds in. If you are 
too proud to have some lube, even as 
a backup, it can be a real moodkiller. 
A super important consideration 
in purchasing lube is  if you will 
be using it in conjunction with 
condoms. Using oil-based lubricant 
or massage oil with condoms is risky 
business because the molecules 
interact with the latex in condoms 
and compromise the effectiveness 
of the condom. So steer clear from 
the genital area if you’re going to use 
these products during sexy time.
Water-based lube is pretty chill, 
but a common complaint is that 
it gets sticky and needs frequent 
reapplication. The latter is because 
vaginal tissue is absorptive and sucks 
it right up.
On the other hand, the gold 
standard of lube (sadly reflected in 
its usually higher price) is silicone-
based lube, which is not absorbed 
by vaginal tissue, making it last 
much longer—you only need a few 
drops! This stuff is luxurious, silky, 
famed for not being sticky or tacky 
and it doesn’t stain clothes or sheets. 
One review online I read heralded 
it as infinitely superior than any 
lotion, Vaseline, oil, etc. for male 
masturbation. 
As yet another bonus, probably 
my favorite part about silicone lube, 
is that it is ideal for penetrative sex 
in the shower because it won’t wash 
away. In my experience, shower 
sex with just a lubed condom is 
miserable because the water does 
the opposite of lubricating and it 
feels awful.
One important caveat concerning 
silicone-based lube is that it should 
not be used with silicone sex toys. 
It will degrade the material and it 
won’t be pretty. 
Spermicidal lube shan’t be left out 
of this conversation, because it seems 
appealing on the surface. However, 
the main ingredient, Nonoxynol-9, is 
irritating to the genital skin and can 
increase one’s chance of contracting 
STDs—mainly HIV. So either skip it 
or really do your research.
Not to shamelessly promote 
only the coolest sex store ever, 
but Babeland in Seattle has great, 
high-quality products, especially 
lube. They watch out for sketchy 
ingredients so you don’t have to, 
which is important since lubes that 
aren’t silicone based are absorbed 
into your body.  
So, in conclusion, lube it up as 
often as possible, but don’t go too 
crazy because there is such a thing as 
too much lube. 
Boy toys
There are some really great things 
out there for those equipped with 
male gear.
For personal exploration and 
especially partner sex, cock rings are 
a wonderful, wonderful thing. 
These magical rings take 
advantage of a quirk of the vascular 
system to keep blood in the penis 
for a sustained erection and a more 
powerful orgasm. Since veins (which 
carry blood back to the heart) are 
nearer the surface of the penis and 
arteries (which carry blood away 
from the heart) are deeper, a cock 
ring slips over the flaccid penis and 
balls to compress the “surface” veins. 
Blood can still pump into the penis 
through the arteries, but can’t escape.
Once you’re ready to orgasm, 
you simply remove the cock ring 
and enjoy. This quick removal is 
achieved best with a snap or Velcro-
closed cock ring. Some cock rings 
even have vibrators, which can 
stimulate a female partner’s clit 
during penetration.
Also available are different toys to 
aid penile masturbation. There is an 
assortment of masturbation sleeves 
and “eggs” which are egg-shaped 
and focus on the glans and coronal 
ridge of the last couple inches of 
the penis. You can also invest in a 
FleshLight if outward discretion and 
a realistic vaginal opening or anus 
appeal to you. These are, of course, 
all available at Babeland, online or 
you can even find cock rings in some 
drugstores!
Making the bedroom a “happier” place...
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Skyrim, Bethesda’s newest 
breathtaking fantasy epic
Brothers From 
Another visit the 
Puget Sound area
Brothers From Another, a 
rap duo from Seattle, visited Puget 
Sound on Friday, Nov. 18. 
They stopped by a house party at 
12th and Adams and graced under-
grads and Tacoma locals alike with 
phat beats in a packed and sweaty 
unfinished basement. Despite com-
petition from SAE’s Tron-themed 
dance party, Brothers From An-
other managed to fill the house with 
dancing Loggers. 
Recently, Brothers From Another 
released their first full-length al-
bum, Quality of Living, pulling the 
title from a quote on the group’s 
website: “We have realized that 
what life really is all about is doing 
what ever you can to enjoy it all as 
much as possible, do what ever you 
can to raise your Quality of Living.” 
Upon the release of the album, 
BFA took the time to celebrate and 
thank the Seattle rap scene, noting 
“…one of the dopest part of Seattle 
hip-hop is that the big accomplished 
homies really know what it’s like to 
be young, ambitious and in love 
with this rap s***…they are always 
down to lend some knowledge.” 
Ambitious, certainly, Quality fea-
tures topical allusions to subjects 
like Bernie Madoff and Nas, and 
shows BFA developing a sound 
which, though not quite original, is 
laced with potential.
BFA dresses the way any swag-
surfin’, cracka-poppin’ rappers 
ought to, sporting flannel shirts, 
Supreme hats and, of course, Stussy. 
In fact, BFA was recently featured 
on Stussy’s website for promoting 
the brand in Seattle, saying “Since 
they’re giving you a friendly re-
minder to bump BFA, we’ll give you 
one rock Stussy!”
Although both members of the 
group are young, they spend plenty 
of time spouting philosophy on 
their blog (http://brothersfromano-
ther.wordpress.com/) and show a 
humble and sincere attitude about 
what they do. 
“It started at the beginning like 
anything else does. Just us living 
life with no sense of direction and 
an over-heightened sense of wild 
abandonment. To put things sim-
ply, nothing ever happens unless 
you make it happen,” they have said 
about the group’s origins.
After performing an album re-
lease party at Neumos in Seattle, 
BFA said, “Opening up for the Blue 
Scholars at their album release was 
one of the tighetest and most hum-
bling experiences of our lives.” 
Clearly the rappers have been 
working hard to spread their music, 
and their blog is proof that they are 
grateful to be able to do so.
Brothers From Another consists 
of MC Tiglo Goonstar & Cole and 
are often backed by homeboy DJ 
Beeba (not related to Justin Bieber). 
Formed in 2009,  the dynamic 
duo are now sophomores at Whit-
tier College and University of San 
Francisco, respectively, and al-
though they are several hundred 
miles apart for the majority of the 
year, the two continue to book 
shows throughout California and 
Washington.
By JACK GILBERT
Under the crush of autumn re-
leases—CoD:MW3, Uncharted 3, 
Sonic Generations, Battlefield 3 and 
Batman: Arkham City, to name just 
a handful—one game stands out in 
both its glowing public reception 
and its disastrous effects on this 
reviewer’s study habits: Bethesda 
Game Studios’ latest epic, The Elder 
Scrolls V: Skyrim. 
Skyrim brought in an estimated 
$450 million in its first five days on 
the shelves. Standing back to back 
with Modern Warfare 3’s $775 mil-
lion week, that might not look like 
much, but consider that Skyrim is an 
unapologetic fantasy game rife with 
dungeons and, yes, dragons—Sky-
rim’s mainstream success is a victo-
ry for innovative game development 
over the crippling narrowness of the 
role-playing genre. 
And honestly, anyone shying 
away from Skyrim’s nerdiness is 
missing out on the most rewarding 
celebration of imagination and im-
mersion to come along in years. 
Now, as before, Bethesda lays be-
fore the player a world sprawling in 
scale and crackling with possibility: 
the Elder Scrolls series is celebrated 
for an open-ended approach to 
narrative that allows the player to 
follow the central story at his or 
her own pace, pursue an endlessly 
branching network of side-quests or 
just throw it out altogether and gal-
lop the jagged, beautifully rendered 
countryside in search of unscripted 
entertainment—think Grand Theft 
Auto: Middle Earth or imagine if 
Tolkien’s saga had been one massive 
choose-your-own-adventure. 
This is a tried-and-true model 
for Bethesda, so changes since El-
der Scrolls IV: Oblivion (released in 
2006) are largely those of approach-
ability. Bethesda has nixed the 
convoluted class system that made 
OCD-inducing character-building 
a staple (and crutch) of previous 
titles, shifting the focus from num-
ber-crunching to the real meat of 
the game, good old-fashioned ad-
venturing. 
And oh, the adventures you will 
have: Bethesda assigned one cadre 
of developers the sole task of imag-
ining dungeons, caves and castles—
the self-contained story-worlds that 
dapple Skyrim’s landscape—and 
the results are breathtaking. Ca-
thedral caverns, looming fortresses 
and yawning mines have palpable 
character, all the more memorable 
in that they are discovered, never 
paraded. (Looking at you, Dragon 
Age.)
Exploration is encouraged by op-
tional missions, and the possibilities 
for quests are, quite literally, end-
less. The “Radiant Story” system 
continually generates quests that 
take the player to as-yet unexplored 
corners of the world or reflect previ-
ous choices.
And player actions do have a 
material impact on the world. You 
might be short on gold, but know 
that robbing the blacksmith will 
hurt his village’s economy, and don’t 
off a noble without expecting his 
brother to wake you with a dagger 
some weeks later, thirsty for ven-
geance. 
Aside from scaring the hell out 
of the player (read: me), dynamic 
events like these give Skyrim a stag-
gering actuality, a sense that you re-
ally have crossed over into a world 
that lives, breathes and wants to kill 
you. 
Bolstered by hugely improved 
visuals and streamlined mechan-
ics, Skyrim’s fully realized universe 
makes it far and away the most grip-
ping game out this fall. Utterly im-
mersed and given all the necessary 
tools, you find yourself constructing 
elaborate narratives that have noth-
ing at all to do with scripted story; 
they are absorbing, personal and 
organic, and before you know it, the 
sun is coming up and you still have 
reading to do. 
For better or worse, the question 
“Have you beat the game?” simply 
does not apply. 
By wALT MITCHELL
Skyrim: Bethesda’s excel-
lent new addition to The Elder 
Scrolls series is sure to dis-
tract many students from work 
during finals.
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Bolstered by hugely 
improved visuals and 
streamlined mechanics, 
Skryim’s fully realized 
universe makes it far and 
away the most gripping 
game out this fall.
Let reading period rock your world: top 
five songs to ensure a frisky finals week
With the holiday season in full 
swing, I wanted to bestow upon you, 
dear readers, the gift that keeps on 
giving. With a nod to High Fidelity, 
I thought that a “Top Five” list would 
be the perfect choice. 
However, I was left with the ques-
tion: top five what? I thought about 
making a list like “Best Songs to Lis-
ten to when Wrapping Gifts” or “Top 
Five Holiday Jams that Make us Miss 
‘The OC’.” 
But then it dawned on me that as 
much as you would all like to remi-
nisce about Seth Cohen’s Chrismuk-
kah, there is a list that would be far 
more useful to liberal arts students. 
On that note, allow me to present 
my official 2011 “Top Five ‘Frisky 
Finals Week’ Songs.” When you feel 
the inevitable mental breakdown 
set in, don’t lock yourself in a study 
room and cry. Give these tunes a spin 
and spread some holiday cheer in the 
bedroom instead! 
Now put that thesis away and get 
naughty. Believe me, Santa will un-
derstand. 
1. Lana Del Rey—“Diet 
Mtn Dew”
Lana Del Rey is one of the best pop 
stars of 2011 that you’ve never heard 
of. Her mysterious persona, which 
hints at trailer park glamour queen, 
combined with a husky purr brings 
Del Rey to the forefront of baby-
making music. Though her LP won’t 
hit the shelves until January 2012, a 
few songs have been released, and 
let’s just say that no one can accuse 
Del Rey of being anything less than a 
sultry starlet, with a bite. 
It was a difficult decision, but in 
the end, “Diet Mtn Dew” won out 
simply because it glorifies one of 
the most popular, yet vile, places to 
get freaky: the car. Del Rey’s lyrics 
are hardly complicated so when she 
croons, “Let’s take Jesus off the dash-
board, got enough on his mind, we 
both know just what we’re here for, 
saved too many times,” we know ex-
actly what she’s talking about.  
2. Julian Plenti—
“Unwind”
Understandably so, tensions run 
high during finals week. When a caf-
feine overdose has got you snapping 
at your sweetheart, turn to make-up 
sex and Julian Plenti to heal emo-
tional wounds. After all, your partner 
had nothing to do with the library’s 
failing printers. 
Interpol lead vocalist Plenti flies 
solo on rock-pop track “Unwind.” 
The effectively simplistic lyrics, 
steady drum beat and soaring melo-
dies will have you and your loved 
one spooning in no time. Like a sexy 
apology on repeat, Plenti howls, “ I 
see your face and I let you own me, 
I see your face and I let you unwind,” 
over and over again until it’s impos-
sible to remember why you were an-
gry in the first place. 
3. Avi Buffalo—“What’s 
In It For?”
For those of you in ambiguously 
labeled relationships, this track is for 
you. If you are sleeping with some-
one who is “just a friend, no strings 
attached—but if they wanted to 
date—but you’re just friends—but 
they better call you on Friday night—
if they sleep with some else they’re 
dead—but we’re just friends,” then 
play this tune repeatedly for those 
moments when you get extra friend-
ly with your special “friend.” 
It’s really a serious song that ques-
tions the meaning of a romantic re-
lationship. However, soprano vocals 
and jangly melodies will make you 
feel like you’re having a romp in a 
field of daisies. 
4. Wilco—“I am Trying to 
Break your Heart”
Yankee Hotel Foxtrot is the quint-
essential makeout album for any self 
respecting rock fan. “I am Trying 
to Break your Heart” tells the story 
of a couple that is falling apart. The 
low tempo and metaphors like, “let’s 
forget about the tongue-tied light-
ning, let’s undress just like cross-eyed 
strangers,” really express the des-
peration the couple must be feeling 
knowing that they could be having 
their last intimate experience to-
gether. 
The tragedy of a failing relation-
ship, combined with Jeff Tweedy’s 
sexy yet disconnected vocals, some-
how becomes a turn-on. There is 
great depth and passion on this track 
and if you’re the type who doesn’t 
have sex, you make love, then this 
song is a must-listen. 
5. Sonic Youth—
“Superstar”
Sonic Youth has produced some 
spectacular covers; however, on the 
sexy scale none come close to their 
rendition of “Superstar.” Though 
The Carpenters sang it first, noth-
ing sends shivers down the spine 
like Thurston Moore half whisper-
ing, “What to say, to make you come 
again, come back to me again.” 
Sonic Youth takes a song about 
groupie-rock star love and turns it 
into a body swaying, strip tease in-
ducing, power jam. Perfect for any 
sexual escapade, including those solo 
trips to Loveland, “Superstar” slips 
into the number five slot with a bul-
let. 
By SAMI ROSS
606 S Fawcett Ave     
grandcinema.com
Tacoma’s only 
indie theater.
Only $7 with 
Student ID!
THE WAY(PG-13)
A father (Martin Sheen) takes a journey to fulfill the 
dream of his late son (Emilio Estevez).
Fri: 2:35, 5:25, 8:05
Sat-Sun: 12:00, 2:35, 5:25, 8:05
Mon-Thurs: 2:35, 5:25, 8:05
LIKE CRAZY(PG-13)
A British college student falls for an American student, 
only to be separated from him when she’s banned 
from the U.S. after overstaying her visa.
Fri: 2:15, 4:40, 6:40, 8:50
Sat: 11:50am, 2:15, 4:40, 6:40, 8:50
Sun: 11:50am, 4:40, 6:40, 8:50
Mon: 2:15, 4:40, 6:40, 8:50
Tues: 4:40, 8:50
Wed-Thurs: 2:15, 4:40, 6:40, 8:50
THE DESCENDANTS(R)
A land baron (George Clooney) tries to re-connect 
with his two daughters after his wife suffers a boating 
accident.
Fri: 1:55, 4:25, 6:55, 9:20
Sat-Sun: 11:25am, 1:55, 4:25, 6:55, 9:20
Mon-Thurs: 1:55, 4:25, 6:55, 9:20
TAKE SHELTER (R)
Plagued by a series of apocalyptic visions, a young 
husband and father questions whether to shelter his 
family from a coming storm, or from himself.
Fri: 3:05, 5:45, 8:20
Sat-Sun: 12:30, *3:05, 5:45, 8:20
Mon-Thurs: 3:05, 5:45, 8:20
*Discussion will follow SATURDAY’S 3:05 show!
Indie Seattle rap duo brings 
unique philosophy to music
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By TOMMY STONE
In recent months, the on-campus 
music scene has been teeming with 
activity, especially for experimental 
rockers Fang Chia and Cuneiform. 
However, their performances 
haven’t been limited only to occa-
sional shows at KUPS-sponsored 
house parties. 
Both groups have begun to ex-
pand their focus beyond campus by 
booking shows elsewhere in Tacoma 
and recording demos to hand out at 
venues.
Both Fang Chia and Cuneiform 
have exciting plans for the semester.
Comprised of current and for-
mer Puget Sound students, some of 
Fang Chia’s members originally met 
during Passages, in the dorms or in 
music ensembles and have all been 
playing music together since 2009.
Their name was inspired first by 
the word “chia”—an ancient Chi-
nese wine vessel. As for the adoption 
of their full name “Fang Chia,” lead 
guitarist, Coby Tamayo, explained, 
“We wanted something with ‘fang’ 
in it.”
It is difficult  to describe Fang 
Chia’s sound accurately because it is 
as broad as their influences, which 
range from jazz to math-rock to pro-
gressive and even to Afro music.
Recently, Fang Chia finished re-
cording their album, Everybody 
for Something, and has been in the 
process of selecting album artwork 
crafted by other Puget Sound artists.
However, the group doesn’t think 
they’ll be recording again anytime 
soon. Fang Chia’s bassist, Kevin 
Shintaku, explained, “The record-
ing process can be stagnating for our 
music. We don’t plan to record for a 
while longer.”
At the moment, the band is search-
ing for an all-ages venue where they 
can host their release party for the 
album, which they say will probably 
be at Metronome Coffee sometime 
before the semester is over.
Cuneiform, formerly known as 
Miasthma, has also been searching 
for venues to play about four more 
shows sometime between now and 
January.
Lead guitarist Andrew Osborne 
told me that the recent name change 
was due to another band that 
claimed to have the same name.
To settle any confusion as to what 
“cuneiform” actually means, it is an 
ancient system of writing developed 
by the Sumerians.
Upon hearing any number of Cu-
neiform’s songs, one can hear the 
powerful influence of black metal 
throughout their music.
Since the trio has already written 
a lot of new material this semester, 
Cuneiform plans to record a six-
song demo and have it online by 
January or February.
All three members are certainly 
responsible for a lot of music be-
tween Cuneiform and their side 
projects. 
Osborne plays in a death metal 
band called Skeptic, bassist Gabe 
Gutierrez plays in his ambient solo 
project called Haniwa Horse and 
drummer Alex Markey plays hand 
drums for Fang Chia’s acoustic 
shows.
Both bands played at Metronome 
Coffee on Nov. 18 where they shared 
the stage with classical guitarist and 
fellow Puget Sound student, Minh 
Nguyen, for an excellent concert 
benefiting HIV and AIDS preven-
tion in Africa.
Nguyen’s gorgeous, melancholic 
fingerpicking served as a soothing 
introduction to the night’s more jar-
ring acts. 
Fang Chia began their set with a 
complex, jazz-fusion jam,which was 
an extreme contrast to the preceding 
set.
The majority of the audience re-
mained seated while they quietly 
sipped their coffee throughout the 
night, which added to the café’s at-
mosphere which was relatively low-
energy  as compared to Fang Chia’s 
intensity.
After a distorted, foot-tapping 
finale, Fang Chia was replaced on-
stage by Cuneiform. 
Their set was full of ominous psy-
chedelic dirges, complemented with 
ample amounts of dissonance and 
distortion.
Relating to the nature of their 
name, Cuneiform introduced one of 
their more sinister songs as a divina-
tion from the Egyptian God of the 
Dead, Ammit.
Before beginning the song, Os-
borne approached the microphone 
with a devious grin as he informed 
the café audience, “After you die, she 
eats your heart.”
For more information about Fang 
Chia or Cuneiform, visit facebook.
com/fangchia or facebook.com/cu-
neiform respectively.
Campus bands Fang Chia and 
Cuneiform begin expanding projects
Dada cabaret offers unique spin on performance arts
On Oct. 14, Pedro Al-modóvar’s latest film La piel que habito was released in U.S. 
theaters with the translated title 
The Skin I Live in. The film showed 
at The Grand Cinema throughout 
late November, after a limited re-
lease and slow distribution.
Almodóvar, an internationally 
acclaimed Spanish filmmaker, is 
known for his work on such films 
as Hable con ella (Talk to Her), La 
mala educación (Bad Education), 
and Volver (Return). 
With La piel que habito, he con-
tinues to explore themes for which 
he has garnered a reputation: gen-
der, sexuality, melodrama and 
madness. 
La piel que habito furthers Al-
modóvar’s ongoing explorations to 
such a degree that many loyal fans, 
and certainly many newcomers, 
have recoiled in disgust or fear. 
Critics have claimed that La piel 
que habito is in fact a new genre 
for Almodóvar; it is, quite nearly, 
a dramatic horror.
Starring Antonio Banderas, the 
film centers around the plight of 
a plastic surgeon named Robert 
Ledgard (Banderas), working with 
live-in patient Vera (actress Elena 
Anaya) in an attempt to create a 
burn-, bite-, and overall resistant 
new brand of artificial human skin. 
A secondary plot takes place six 
years prior and tells the story of 
Ledgard’s daughter, Norma, and a 
tertiary plot takes place 12 years 
prior to the present, telling the 
story of Ledgard’s wife. 
Neither his daughter nor wife 
are present in the primary story, 
and as their fates are revealed 
through flashback, Ledgard’s deep-
ly disturbed psychological state 
becomes more apparent. Resistant 
skin, the audience learns, is not 
Ledgard’s primary project at all.
While the film has been receiv-
ing attention due to its horrific and 
shocking twist halfway through, it 
boasts not only groundbreaking 
and compelling writing, but also 
outstanding acting. 
Banderas, having shrunk some-
what in the public eye after his 
latest film venture, the banal Puss 
in Boots, is back in top form as a 
madman who demands simultane-
ous fear and sympathy. 
Anaya, relatively unknown out-
side of Hispanic films, utterly cap-
tivates as the mysterious patient 
Vera both visually and psychologi-
cally; her acting post-twist stood 
out as particularly phenomenal. 
However, ultimately it is Blanca 
Suárez in the role of Norma, Led-
gard’s fragile and disturbed daugh-
ter, who strikes the deepest chord. 
In the stand-out scene of the 
film, her father visits her in a men-
tal ward only to find his daugh-
ter terrified of him, holding her 
thin arms in front of her face and 
backing away slowly, sobbing and 
moaning with animalistic fear, 
placing herself in a closet and clos-
ing it behind her with trembling 
hands. 
The moment sees Norma 
stripped of all rationality and hu-
manity, beautifully reflecting the 
film’s own chilling motifs.
The film, while likely to provoke 
a few tears and certainly several 
gasps of shock, features surpris-
ingly little gore for its subject mat-
ter. 
It does, however, feature several 
graphic sex scenes, including rape, 
and should thus be viewed with 
discretion. 
However, it is only through such 
shocking material that the film at-
tains a level of enlightenment. 
Those who enjoy dramatic thrill-
ers, psychological horror and ex-
cellent acting may find something 
truly special in La piel que habito; 
some may even call it catharsis.
By LEAH wEITZ
The Skin I Live In, 
Almodóvar’s stirring 
dramatic horror
By MOLLY BROwN
Nov. 17 and 18 were special days 
for Norton Clapp Theatre. For those 
days the stage was occupied with per-
formances of “Wat is Dada?” An en-
semble of nine actors, guided by the 
vision of Professor Marilyn Bennett, 
presented a cabaret of Dadaist pieces.
The definition of what “Dada” truly 
is as an art form and as a form of the-
atre is not concrete. Even the actors 
involved in “Wat is Dada?” had dif-
ficulty describing it. 
“Dada is rebellion,” Jake Rosen-
dale, an actor in “Wat is Dada?” said.
“Dada is nothing. Everything is 
Dada,” Maddie Faigel, another actor, 
said attempting to form a definition. 
The overall format of the Dada 
cabaret was a lack of format. The 
medium of the pieces in the caba-
ret ranged from movement, poetry, 
manifestos, music and even a film 
was included. Gibberish was a com-
mon language spoken in Dada, as 
well as various forms of rhetoric that 
only made sense to the actors.
Another nuance to the Dada per-
formance was the heavy interaction 
with the audience. Although the ac-
tors were the main spectacle, the au-
dience became a part of the ensemble 
at one point or another. 
One consistent motif in “Wat is 
Dada?” were Jake Rosendale’s mani-
festos. Every few scenes there came 
about a scene played in the same 
Dada format, but they contained one 
term of which everyone could make 
sense. “That’s Dada,” was a phrase 
stated in each of Rosendale’s mani-
festos.
“Watching these great actors take 
my writing and bring it to an entirely 
new level was an amazing experi-
ence,” Rosendale said, reflecting on 
his experience of sharing his written 
work. 
The manifestos were kind and 
strange lessons on the bizarre nature 
of Dadaism. Each scene with a mani-
festo brought a better understanding 
of the wild nature of Dadaism to the 
audience. 
Along with original pieces, the ac-
tors performed other Dadaist works 
discovered by Bennett. Some dated 
back to the original Dadaist move-
ment of the 1920s. The actors played 
each piece so convincingly that it was 
difficult to tell which piece was origi-
nal and which was not. 
The heart and soul of this cabaret 
were the performers. Each estab-
lished a foundation of trust and brav-
ery in their work. While watching 
them perform you could tell that they 
believed in Dadaism and believed 
that they could portray it. 
However, it took some time for the 
actors to gain comfort in performing 
the piece, as Faigel and  Rosendale 
relayed. 
“I had some temptation to just go, 
‘It’s too weird. I can’t do it anymore.’ 
But I’m glad I stayed with it,” Rosen-
dale said. 
“I also had trouble knowing when 
I was doing it right.  But you can’t be 
good at Dada, you just do it,” Faigel 
said. 
 Despite the qualms Faigel and 
Rosendale had about performing 
Dadaism, they, along with the rest of 
their ensemble, did so with wonderful 
abandon. Each of them had a twinkle 
in their eye while on stage, as if the 
secret of Dada filled their minds. 
Dada is not an art form for closed 
minds. For the audience members 
with closed minds, Dada created a 
puzzling experience. For the those 
that entered Norton Clapp with open 
minds, Dada was an enjoyable caba-
ret put together by Bennett the en-
semble. 
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Fang Chia: Puget Sound’s experimental rock band wows its au-
dience of students and local music fans at Metronome Coffee.
Dada: Participants in the recent Dada theatre cabaret were not afraid to get expressive on stage.
